
 
Every child in Marin is safe, fed, housed, 
healthy, nurtured and educated to his or 
her full potential.  



Our Aims 

With our partners, we work to increase equitable access to services 
and support that will ensure each child and youth in Marin has: 

¤  Consistent, preventive medical, dental and mental health screening 
and care 

¤  Access to affordable, quality child care 

¤  A preschool experience that prepares him/her for kindergarten 
success 

¤  An exemplary education each and every year of school K-12 

¤  Freedom from obesity, with good nutrition and physical fitness 

¤  The opportunity to attend college or learn a rewarding occupation 

¤  A safe, suitable place to live and enough healthy food to eat  

 



MarinKids Action Guide Metrics 

¤ Three Areas of Child Wellbeing Tracked 
1.  Economic Sufficiency 
2.  Academic Success 
3.  Health & Wellbeing 

¤  Tracking metrics and opportunity gaps 
for children 0-21 

 



In Marin County, 
there are two very different realities for children 

Poor and low income children and Latino and African 
American children are faring far worse than white and Asian 
children on key indicators such as academic achievement, 
and health and wellbeing.  



“Poverty hurts children and destroys their 
dreams, hopes, and opportunities. Child 
poverty can be ended and prevented if 
we want to.”   
Marian Wright Edelman 

Economic Sufficiency 





Access to Food for Healthy Development 

Nearly 19% of children 
(10,130 children) in Marin 
live in homes where there 
is not enough food for 
healthy growth.   

Only 45% of these children 
were eligible for nutrition 
programs. 

Feeding America, 2016 





Child Care Affordability:  
Out of Reach for Many Families 



Education 
All children are ready for school, reaching academic benchmarks 
and graduating ready for higher education or careers. 

“It is vital to the economic and social wellbeing 
of our county that we invest in providing 
equitable, quality education that 
prepares all our children for a brighter future.” 
Judy Arnold, President, Marin County Board of 
Supervisors 















Health & Wellness 
Every child has access to comprehensive healthcare and prevention 
services critical to growing up healthy and being able to succeed in 
school. 







Dental Care 

 

 

66% of low income Marin children 
0-3 years of age visited a dentist in 
the last year (Cited from Children 
Now County Scorecard, 2016). 
 
 
48% of low income children had 
not seen a dentist in the past year 
(California State Audit Report, 
December 2014). 







Substance Use 

¤  40% of Marin 9th graders had their first drink by age 14.  

¤  Nearly 19% of 11th graders reported using alcohol three plus 
times in the last month, (CHKS, 2014).    

¤  25% of 9th graders and nearly 50% of 11th graders reported 
using drugs or alcohol in the last month (CHKS, 2016). 

¤  Among 11th graders, 25% reported binge drinking in the last 
month (CHKS, 2016). 

¤  Sixteen percent of Marin 11th graders reported use of 
prescription opiates with 7% reporting use four or more times 
(CHKS, 2014). 

¤  I51% of Marin 11th graders reported having used marijuana.  
As much as 40% reported using the drug four or more times 
and 20% reported use in the past month (CHKS, 2014). 

Healthy Kids Surveys 2014, 2016 



Critical Ongoing Policy Items 

¤  Quality Preschool for all 

¤  Increased access to child care subsidies 

¤  Support food access, e.g., SNAP enrollment and education 

¤  Expand reading programs in the community and access to books 
for al children 

¤  Advance nutrition education programs and gardens 

¤  Expand access to mental health programs for children and youth 

¤  Support early screening programs e.g. dental and developmental 

¤  Prepare all  kids for college to assure they have choices in their 
future 

 


