Ciry of Larkspur
400 Magnolia Avenue, Larkspur, California 94939
Telephone; (415) 927-5LL0 Fax; (415) 927-5022
Website: www,cityof larkspur.org

June 19,2013

Richard Treadgold, Foreperson
Marin County Grand Jury
3501 Civic Center Drive, Room #275
San Rafael,
94903

CA

SUBJECT: Response to Grand Jury Report, Holding the Bag
Dear Foreperson Treadgold:

At its regular meeting on June 19, 2013, the City Council reviewed the above-referenced report,
dated May 7, 2013. The report calls for a response from the City of Larkspur to all findings (F) and
recommendations (R),

F1:

Srng/e-use plastic carry-out bags cause harm to the environment and wildlife

F2

Reduction or ban of single-use p/asfic carry-out bags will help Marin County reach its zero
waste goal.

F3

Reduction or ban of single-use plastic carry-out bags will help keep the land and waters of
the County cleaner.

F4

Most Marin County governments do not currently have bans against single-use plastic carryout bags. However, most are responsive to enacting policies against single-use plastic
carry-out bags.

The City of Larkspur agrees with all four findings of the Grand Jury, noting a desire to ban
(rather than reduce) single-use plastic carry-out bags as much as possible.
R3;

The Marin Hazardous and Solid Waste Joint Powers Authority (JPA) prepare the Model
Srng/e-Use Bag Ordinance to implement the strictest rules possrb/e and encourage all
agencies to adopt the Ordinance with minimal changes. A ban on single-use p/asfic carryout bags should be imposed in all grocery sfores, convenience sfores, pharmacies and
restaurants within the County and apply to all establishments, no matter how large or small.

R2

Marin County and the Marin Hazardous and Solid Waste Joint Powers Authority (JPA)
Members educate the public on the benefits af reusable bags. Marin County and Marin
County and The Marin Hazardous and Solid Waste Joint Powers Authority (JPA) Members
develop standardized educational guides for all public schoo/s showing the environmental
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harm done by plastic single-use carry-out bags. Marin County and the Marin Hazardous
and Solid Waste Joint Powers Authority (JPA) Members develop educational materials and
distribute them at public events such as farmers' markets and street fairs.
R3:

Marin Towns and Cities adopt an ordinance to ban all single-use plastic carry-out bags
using the ModelSingle-Use Bag Ordinance with minimal, or no, changes, in order to create
a true County-wide ordinance.

The City of Larkspur generally agrees with the recommendations of the Grand Jury, noting
that as a member of the JPA, Larkspur fully anticipates adopting the Model Single-Ban
Ordinance. The City notes that it believes the Model Single-Ban Ordinance should, as
closely as possible, emulate the County ban. The more similarly these bans ate
constructed, the easier it will be to enforce.
Should the members of the Grand Jury require any additionai inforrnation, please contact City
Manager Dan Schwa rz at 41 5-927 -51 1 0 or dschwarz(ôcityofla rkspu r. org.
Sincerely,

hølrø^t
Dan Hillmer
Mayor

City of Larkspur
400 Magnolia Avenue, Larkspur, California 94939
l"elephone: (4L5) 927-51L0 Fax: (415) 927'5022
Website: www. cityof larkspur.org

June 24,2Q13

Richard Treadgold, Foreperson
Marin County Grand Jury
3501 Civic Center Drive, Room # 275
San Rafael, CA 94903

Dear Mr. Treadgold,
Enclosed please find the responses to the Grand Jury Reports Holding the Bag and Garbology
in Marin: Wasted Energy. The Larkspur City Council considered both these reports at their
June I gth Council meeting and directed the Mayor to respond as noted.
lf you have any questions, please call me at927-5A02. I can also be reached via email at
ch uisman@cityofla rkspu r. orq.

Y

rs truly,

Y/v\a*
L

ia Huisman
pur City Clerk
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