
 
 
November News 2012 
 
My personal thanks to all of you for your participation in the recent election and your 
resounding support (74% of votes cast) of Measure A. You, the voters, have put in place 
the funding necessary to properly maintain our county regional parks, open space lands, 
and to help maintain the parks and recreational facilities of every city and town in Marin.  
Measure A will also provide funds to help protect important ecological, recreational and 
valued community open spaces that remain at risk of development, and provide a 
dedicated source of financing to support the ongoing viability of our family farms and 
agricultural heritage. Thank you for supporting our parks, open space and family farms! 
 
I’m updating you this month on a variety of topics so I hope you have the time to read the 
information below. Let me know if you have any questions or suggestions that you would 
like me to address in the future.  You can call my office at 415-473-7331 or email me at 
krice@marincounty.org. 
 
Wishing you all a Happy Thanksgiving! 
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Ross Valley Flood Protection Program – Memorial Park Detention 
Basin 
The Marin County Flood Control District and the Town of San Anselmo are partnering to 
pursue grant funding for conversion of Memorial Park into a dual use (recreation and 
flood prevention) facility. Memorial Park is a key component of the Ross Valley Flood 
Protection and Watershed Program. On Saturday, November 3, the Town of San 
Anselmo held a community stakeholder’s meeting to gather input from the community 
about redesigning the Park to serve as a detention basin when flooding is imminent. 
Interested residents, neighbors from around the Park, representatives from the American 
Legion-Log Cabin, park users and recreational leagues attended. This stakeholder 
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meeting was one of the first steps in developing the details necessary to submit an 
application for a California Department of Water Resources Proposition 1E Stormwater 
Flood Management Grant.  A second meeting is scheduled for Monday, December 3 at 
7pm in the San Anselmo Town Hall Council Chambers.   
 
The proposed Memorial Park detention basin is part of the 10-Year Work Plan adopted 
by the Flood Zone 9 Advisory Board in April 2012.  This Work Plan is the first phase of 
the Ross Valley Flood Control and Watershed Program to provide a level of flood 
protection that could contain a flood the size of the one that occurred in 2005.  In addition 
to Memorial Park, other locations for collection basins are Lefty Gomez Field at White 
Hill Middle School in Fairfax, Loma Alta open space area in unincorporated Fairfax, and 
Phoenix Lake in Ross. Detention basins in these locations will hold rainfall runoff and 
release it gradually to reduce or eliminate flooding during heavy storms and importantly, 
work together as part of a watershed-wide system to control flow in the creeks. 
 
Engineers and planners are already working on the Phoenix Lake project after receiving a 
$7.6 million grant from the State Department of Water Resources last year. This 
partnership project with the Marin Municipal Water District (MMWD) will utilize the 
ability of a reservoir to collect and store stormwater runoff while continuing to function 
as a domestic water supply reservoir and recreation area. The project is expected to be 
completed in 5-7 years.   
 
For more information on the Ross Valley Watershed program visit 
www.RossValleyWatershed.org or feel free to give me a call or email.  For a summary of the 
November 3 meeting on the Memorial Park project, visit 
http://www.townofsananselmo.org/index.aspx?nid=669 and for more information regarding 
the upcoming December 3 meeting, visit 
http://www.townofsananselmo.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=425. 
 
Budget Update 
County Fiscally Sound  
I’m happy to report that the County’s fiscal health remains strong. Four years into a five 
year restructuring plan has resulted in $30 million of annual cost reductions, shrinking of 
the size of county workforce by 10%, and brought a new level of efficiency to county 
government.  

To further strengthen our budget outlook and reduce the need for additional cuts in staff 
or services, the board took action this month to allocate one-time reserves and set asides 
to pay down our retiree pension liability by $32 million and retiree health by $14 million. 
Taken together, these actions not only permanently reduce our unfunded liability, but also 
reduce our retiree cost contribution by $3 million annually.   

Strategic One-Time Allocations for Community Safety Net and Infrastructure 
Needs  
To help meet the ongoing demand for vital safety net services and to provide glide-path 
funding where state cuts have been made to critical programs, the Board of Supervisors 
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has allocated approximately $5 million in one-time monies from the fiscal 11/12 fund 
balance to various organizations and county programs as detailed below: 

• $500,000 for Child Care Funding Planning (over three years): Funding for the 
Child Care Council and other child care agencies to provide glide-path funding 
and strategic plan development in response to over $3.5 million in cuts to state 
subsidized childcare programs over the past two years.  

• $250,000 for Mental Health Crisis Residential Services: In recent years, there 
has been a significant decrease in hospital beds available for psychiatric 
treatment, and an increased need for crisis intervention services with a population 
faced with declining public services. One-time monies will be used to fill a 
funding gap needed to convert an existing Buckelew facility, Drake house, into a 
crisis residential unit. 

• $300,000 for Rapid Rehousing: The Rapid Rehousing program (funded from 
2006-2011 under the American Recovery Reinvestment Act) proved to be a 
highly effective program for significantly reducing the time households spend in 
homelessness, and in preventing unnecessary stays in shelter/temporary housing.  
$150,000 will be used to expand successful homeless prevention activities, 
especially among individuals and families with high barriers for accessing 
housing and services; and $150,000 to establish a Housing Locator Service to 
identify available housing opportunities for homeless and precariously housed 
households, supplementing case management activities provided to these 
households. 

• $300,000 for Homeward Bound “Oma Village” Housing project: Capital 
funding towards construction of “Oma Village: Housing for Homeless Families” 
project which will convert existing aging buildings into a community of 14 family 
homes for extremely low-income families who have worked their way out of 
homelessness.   

• $125,000 for Family Transitional Housing: Funding for family transitional 
housing and economic self sufficiency planning for victims of domestic violence 
and their children. Domestic violence is the number one violent crime in Marin 
County and trends up during tough economic times. These monies will provide 
supplemental funding to Center for Domestic Peace which provides both housing 
and support programs to victims of domestic violence and their families. 

• $140,000 Reimbursement to Housing Trust: To backfill on monies 
retroactively eliminated from the housing trust when the county’s affordable 
housing in lieu fee was challenged based on lack of clarity with regards to lot split 
conditions. The regulation language has since been clarified. 

• County Roads and Infrastructure Maintenance: The board directed $2 million 
in one- time monies to the county roads and infrastructure maintenance program. 
This one-time allocation will allow for an additional 30-40 miles of road overlay 
and /or seal coat as well as additional repairs towards several major slides 
augmenting the current $25 million three-year work program.  

• Community Infrastructure Matching Funds program: Funded with up to 
$800,000 in matching funds, this program is designed to provide opportunity for 



communities to pursue qualifying infrastructure projects in their community 
providing a local funding source is in place.  

To review the staff report in its entirety, visit http://www.marincounty.org/main/board-
actions/2012/october/october-16th-meeting.  

Property Tax Bill Information 
December 10th is fast approaching. If you have not already, take a look at your tax bill 
and insert for important dates and information. Changes were made to the layout and 
information provided on the tax bill in response to the 2012 Grand Jury Report urging the 
county tax collector to improve layout, design and content to assist property owners in 
understanding their bill. The Grand Jury report also urged assessing agencies (school 
districts, sanitary agencies, etc.) to do a better job responding to citizen inquiries. The 
2012-13 property tax mailing includes a two-sided insert providing additional detail and 
information including specifics with regards to senior exemptions. Many school parcel 
taxes include a senior exemption provision. Contact information is included on the tax 
bill for each assessing district. Inquiries need to be made directly to the school district to 
determine whether or not a specific parcel tax provides a senior exemption, and what the 
eligibility requirements are.  
 
Ethel Seiderman Awarded “Hal Brown Women Leading Change 
Award” 
On October 25 at Dominican University, the Marin Women’s Commission presented the 
inaugural “Hal Brown Women Leading Change Award” to Ethel Seiderman. Ethel, one 
of Marin’s true change agents, has been an effective advocate for justice, equity and 
education for all children and families, regardless of economic standing or ethnic 
background for over four decades. Among her many achievements, Ethel founded the 
pioneering Fairfax-San Anselmo Children’s Center, and the Parent Services Project, a 
family-based parenting education program that has become a national model.  She was 
also a long time personal friend, supporter and mentor of former county supervisor, Hal 
Brown, who championed causes supporting women, children and their families 
throughout his nearly 30 years in public service. Congratulations and thank you, Ethel, 
for all your amazing work! 
 
Marin County School Volunteers—A Chance to Make a Difference 
Marin County School Volunteers is the only countywide organization matching volunteer 
tutors with public school students in classrooms and homework centers and they need 
your help. Starting in 1997 with 40 volunteers in 5 public schools, they have grown to 
over 400 adult volunteers and 200 student volunteers in over 40 schools, but are only able 
to meet a fraction of the need for one-on-one help with English, math and other subjects 
in Marin’s classrooms.   
 
California ranks last in the nation in student/teacher ratio. Increasing class size coupled 
with more English language learners puts a tremendous burden on our educators. 
Volunteer tutors effectively reduce this imbalance by helping those students whose needs 
are greatest while allowing the classroom teacher to give their attention to the entire 
class. 
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Becoming a volunteer tutor is an easy process. After routine screening, all potential tutors 
attend orientation and training sessions accompanied by a discussion with a placement 
specialist to determine what might be the best match for each volunteer.  Volunteers get 
to choose their assignment from a range of over 40 schools (pre-school to high school) 
that cover the entire Marin County. 
 
Please consider joining the many community volunteers who contribute their time and 
skills to the students of Marin County. Whether you are interested in reading with first 
graders or helping high school seniors with calculus, there is a welcoming place for all 
who are interested in making a difference in the lives of our children. Please visit 
http://www.mcsv.org/ or call 499-5896 or email mcsvmcoe@marin.ka.ca.us for more 
information. 
 
Marin County’s New Website 
The County has a new website that is user-friendly, easy to navigate and an excellent 
resource for all of us living in Marin.  On the homepage, you can find frequently 
used/needed links, news highlights, emergency information and Board of Supervisor’s 
information. Of particular interest for those seeking quick answers or information is the 
“I want to” feature, which allows you to quickly connect to appropriate department or 
source.   
 
The Board of Supervisors site features a directory of openings on county boards and 
commissions for those interested in getting involved in county government. It also 
includes a comprehensive calendar of events for those seeking to participate in an array 
of activities and meetings.  
 
On my webpage (http://www.marincounty.org/depts/bs/district-2/home) you’ll find 
issues/hot topics, a listing of local government/neighborhood associations, useful links 
for D2 residents and access to the government channel (G-Channel) in case you’re 
interested in viewing Board of Supervisors, Planning Commission, Transit District or one 
of many other video recordings of various government meetings.  You will also find a 
link to sign up for any number of news feeds relevant to Marin County government.  
Check it out! www.marincounty.org 
 
Upcoming Local Events 
Holiday Tree Harvest and Habitat Restoration 
Saturday, December 1, 2012, 10am – 1pm 
Roy’s Redwoods Preserve and Maurice Thorner Preserves 
With generous support from the San Geronimo Golf Course and in cooperation with 
Brownie Troop 32311, the public will be allowed to select, cut, and take home their very 
own pine trees from the Maurice Thorner and Roy’s Redwoods open space preserves. 
Monterey pines are invading Valley preserves and degrading native habitat. This event is 
for everyone, especially families, and provides an opportunity for the public to help us 
take care of the land. Marin County Parks will provide tools and gloves. Wear shoes 
appropriate for hiking. A limited number of trees are available, so reservations are 
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recommended. Contact Natural Resource Specialist Matt Sagues at 
msagues@marincounty.org or (415) 473-2686. Rain may cancel: Call (415) 473-2686 
after 7am on the morning of the event for a recorded message. 
 
Holiday Light String Swaps sponsored by the Marin Energy Watch Partnership’s 
California Youth Energy Services (CYES) Program 
Saturday, December 1, 12-5pm at Northgate Mall 
Saturday, December 8, 8am-12pm “Breakfast with Santa” San Rafael Community 
Center, 618 B St, San Rafael 
Bring in your old incandescent holiday lights, and CYES will swap them for brand new, 
energy-efficient LED holiday lights (color and white strings), at no charge. You must be 
a resident of Marin and bring a copy of your PG&E bill to participate. Both PG&E and 
Marin Clean Energy customers are eligible. For more information, contact Travers 
McNeice at mcneice@risingsunenergy.org or 510-665-1501 Ext. 23. 
 
Planting Festival at Hal Brown Park 
Saturday, December 8, 2012, 9am – 12pm 
Hal Brown Park at Creekside, Bon Air Road, Greenbrae  
Save The Bay and Marin County Parks continues a multiyear partnership to restore 
wetland habit and increase the Bay Area’s total wetland acreage. Be a part of our team as 
we cross the finish line of this solstice event and work towards Save the Bay’s goal of 
planting 30,000 native plants this season. No experience is necessary. Gloves, tools, and 
instruction provided. Due to the sensitive nature of the restoration site, space is limited 
and registration is required. To register, visit www.savesfbay.org. If you need more 
information, please contact Natalie LaKeidan at bayevents@savesfbay.org or (510) 463-
6809. 
 
For a complete listing of County events and meetings, visit  
http://www.marincounty.org/main/calendar. 
 
 
Contact Info: 
Supervisor Katie Rice  
415-473-7331 
krice@marincounty.org 
 
District Aides: 
Sandy Laird 
415-473-6159 
slaird@marincounty.org 
Nancy Vernon 
415-473-7351 
nvernon@marincounty.org 
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