For immediate Release
April 11, 2013
Contact:
Susannah Clark
Aide to Supervisor
Susan L. Adams,
Board of Supervisors
Marin County Civic Center
3501 Civic Center Drive
Suite 329
San Rafael, CA 94903
415 473 7342 T
CRS Dial 711
sclark@marincounty.org
www.marincounty.org/district1

Law Enforcement Agencies Throughout Marin County
Working Together to Take Back Unwanted Prescription Drugs
San Rafael, CA – Police stations around Marin County will participate in the
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) Take-Back Day on April 27, giving
the public a way to prevent pill abuse and theft by ridding their homes of
potentially dangerous expired, unused, and unwanted prescription pills.
The Marin County Sheriff’s Office and Marinwood Fire Department will accept
pills for disposal at Marinwood Fire Department at 777 Miller Creek Road in
San Rafael. Police stations in Tiburon, Mill Valley, Sausalito, the Twin Cities,
Ross, Fairfax, San Anselmo, Novato and San Rafael will accept pills as well.
The service is free and anonymous -- no questions asked. Take your pills out
of their containers and put them in baggies for safe disposal at the locations
between 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
In September 2012, Americans turned in 244 tons of prescription drugs at
more than 5,200 sites operated by the DEA and its thousands of state and
local law enforcement partners.
Take-Back Day addresses a vital public safety and public health issue. Rates
of prescription drug abuse in the U.S. are alarmingly high, as are the number
of accidental poisonings and overdoses due to these drugs. Over the past
decade there has been a 300 percent increase nationally in emergency room
visits involving the non-medical use of narcotic pain relievers. Studies show
that a majority of abused prescription drugs are obtained from family and
friends, including from the home medicine cabinet. In addition, Americans are
now advised that their usual methods for disposing of unused medicines -flushing them down the toilet or throwing them in the trash -- both pose
potential safety and health hazard to people and the environment.
Check this website for a complete list of locations where you can drop off
unwanted medications throughout the year:
http://www.co.marin.ca.us/depts/CD/main/comdev/ehs/waste/sharps_dropoff__locations.cfm
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