CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2005—06 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 194

Introduced by Assembly Member Dymally

January 27, 2005

An act to amend Section 54960.1 of the Government Code, relating
to open meetings.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 194, as introduced, Dymally. Brown Act violations: remedy.

The Ralph M. Brown Act requires, with specified exceptions, that
all meetings of a legislative body of a local agency be open and public
and all persons be permitted to attend. The act authorizes the district
attorney or any interested person to commence an action for a judicial
determination that an action of a legislative body of a local agency
taken in violation of the act is null and void but requires that the body
have an opportunity to cure or correct the alleged violation prior to
commencement of the legal action. The act provides that an action of
the body alleged to violate specified provisions of the act shall not be
determined to be null and void if the action was taken in substantial
compliance with those provisions and in other specified
circumstances.

This bill would remove the requirement that the legislative body be
allowed to cure or correct an alleged violation prior to commencement
of a legal action and would remove provisions that preclude specified
actions from being determined to be null and void.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no.
State-mandated local program: no.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 54960.1 of the Government Code is
amended to read:

54960.1. (a) The district attorney or any interested person
may commence an action by mandamus or injunction for the
purpose of obtaining a judicial determination that an action taken
by a legislative body of a local agency in violation of Seettont
54953—54954—2%49545%4954—6%4956—0%4956—3%
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(b) The fact that a legislative body takes a subsequent action to

cure or correct an action takenpurstant-to-thisseettonr shall not
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1 be——econstrued—or—admissible—as—evidenee—ofpreclude a judicial
2 determination that a violation of this chapter has occurred.
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