
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

BLACK POINT COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, March 20, 2014 
6:00 – 8:00 PM 

Novato Atherton Fire Department Training Room  
450 Atherton Avenue 

Novato, CA 94945  
 

AGENDA 
 

 
1. Review and accept summary minutes from February 20, 2014 ............................... 5 minutes  
 
2. Review of Draft Timeline ....................................................................................... 60 minutes 

 
3. Discuss Pedestrian Access to Vince Mulroy Woodland and Wildlife Preserve ....... 20 minutes 

 
4. Discuss Next Community Workshop ..................................................................... 20 minutes 
 
5. Public Open Time .................................................................................................... 5 minutes 

 
6. Next Steps .............................................................................................................. 5 minutes 

a. Next meeting (April 17, 2014)  
b. Future agenda items 

 
7. Adjournment ............................................................................................................ 5 minutes 
 
 

 
 
All public meetings and events sponsored or conducted by the County of Marin are held in accessible 
sites. Requests for accommodations may be made by calling (415) 473-4381 (Voice) 473-3232 
(TDD/TTY) or by e-mail at disabilityaccess@marincounty.org at least four work days in advance of the 
event. Copies of documents are available in alternative formats, upon request. 
 

 
For additional information please contact Kristin Drumm at (415) 473-6290 or kdrumm@marincounty.org. 

Visit the Black Point Community Plan Update website at http://www.marincounty.org/blackpoint 
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BLACK POINT COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Thursday, January 16, 2014 

6:00 – 8:00 PM 
Novato Atherton Fire Department Training Room  

450 Atherton Avenue 
Novato, CA 94945 

 
Members Present Staff 

Michael Barber Kristin Drumm, Senior Planner 
Hank Barner  

Rob Jaret  
Susanna Mahoney  

Bill Richards Guests 
 Eric Polson 

Laraine Woitke 
Kenneth Henry 
Ed Mainland 

 
  
  

The meeting commenced at 6:00 P.M. 
 
1. Minutes.  

The minutes were accepted from January 16, 2014 as corrected.  

2. Discussion of Preliminary Strategies to Address Issues.   

Staff reported back on a question regarding parking in setbacks. Additional questions arose 
on parking restrictions and enforcement on privately-owned streets, and how to address 
parking in general in the community plan. It was suggested that the community plan include 
language to ensure that adequate on-site parking is provided. It was suggested that off-
street parking should be discouraged.  
 
The committee asked for additional information on the abandonment of paper streets, and if 
it is feasible to request that public access be considered in the abandonment evaluation 
process.  
 
The committee reviewed potential strategy options for bicycle and pedestrian trails. A 
question was asked if the Bay Trail is located on Harbor Drive. The committee would like to 
see a path along Harbor. With regards to equestrian trails, it was suggested staff contact the 
Novato Horseman’s Association to obtain feedback.  
 
With regards to septic issues, the community plan will include basic information on where to 
go to find information. The committee also discussed annexation and community parks.  
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Staff reviewed the potential draft language developed by the home size subcommittee. Staff 
will email the language and conduct a straw vote on whether to move forward with the 
language and present to the entire community.   
 

3. Public Open Time.  

Members of the public asked staff a number of questions regarding the implications of the 
proposed home size regulation and other strategies.    

4. Review of Draft Timeline.  

This item was not discussed.   

5. Next Steps 

The next meeting is Thursday, March 20, 2014 at 6:00 pm.  

Staff will send out an email to conduct a straw vote on the proposed draft median home size 
language next week.  

The draft timeline will be discussed. 

6. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm.  



 

2000s 1900s 1800s 
 

DRAFT Black Point – Green Point Timeline 

1839 
Rancho Novato 
Governor Juan 
Alvarado of California 
granted the 8,887 acre 
Rancho Novato to 
Fernando Feliz 
 

1850 
Early settlement 
A man named Day was 
one of the first to settle in 
the area in what is now 
called Day Island. Black 
Point was regarded as an 
important shipping point 
for livestock, lumber, and 
cordwood. The area was 
popular for elk hunting 

1892 
Land auctioned off 
Ranch land in Black Point 
was auctioned off in 5 – 
10 acre parcels and town 
lots by Charles Chase of 
New York. 

1905 
Grandview subdivision 
The Grandview area was subdivided. The developer 
changed the area’s name to “Grandview” to appeal to 
more prospective land buyers. The name reverted back to 
“Black Point” in 1944. This subdivision brought city 
dwellers from San Francisco to the area, and many 
weekend summer cottages began to appear along with some 
smaller structures used as “hunting” refuges. The area was 
accessible by railroad, and ferries brought building 
materials to the area along the canal at Norton Avenue.   

World War II era 
There were few permanent 
residents outside of those 
operating the small ranches or 
those involved with businesses 
in the area until the World War 
II period began. Up to this 
point, Black Point was oriented 
around weekend summer 
residents and associated 
pleasure boating along the 
Petaluma River, and other 
Recreational activities such as 
hunting and fishing. More 
permanent homes were 
constructed after WWII 
utilizing individual septic tanks 

1947  
School house closed 
The area’s only school 
house, located on School 
Lane, closed when the 
district was unified with 
the Novato School District 

1960 
Incorporation 
The City of Novato 
was incorporated 
 
 
1962 
Boat launch 
The Black Point 
boat launch was 
constructed 

1976  
Black Point Inn 
Originally constructed in 1901, the 
Black Point Inn burned down. It was a 
popular meeting place for locals and 
city folk. There were 10 hotel rooms 
upstairs, and a Rosewood bar, 
restaurant, post office, and a grocery 
store on the first floor. Its secluded 
location made it an ideal road house 
during prohibition 

1971 - 1998 
Renaissance 
Pleasure Faire 
The Renaissance 
Pleasure Faire 
was located in the 
oak woodlands of 
Black Point along 
Highway 37. The 
238.5 acre 
property was sold 
to Vince Mulroy of 
the Black Point 
Partnership when 
the Pleasure Faire 
went bankrupt in 
1991 
 

1998 
Voter 
approval 
Novato voters 
approved the 
concept of an 18-
hole golf course 
and 53 luxury 
homes at the 
former site of the 
Renaissance 
Pleasure Faire 
 

2002 
Stonetree Development 
The Stonetree Development of 
53 homes and an 18-hole golf 
course was constructed  
 
2001 
Boat launch renovation 
The Black Point Boat Launch 
was upgraded 

2009 
Black Point Nature Preserve 
The Marin County Board of 
Supervisors approved renaming the 
64-acre Black Point Nature Preserve 
to the Vince Mulroy Memorial 
Woodland and Wildlife Preserve. The 
County acquired the property in 2008 
 

November 19, 2013 



Potential additions to the Black Point timeline (not in sequence or order of importance) 
 

1.  Incorporation of the BPIC 1954 
2. Natural gas brought in 
3. Incorporated into the NMWD 
4. Firehouse on Atherton avenue( Dedication date) 
5. Petaluma river bridge(Dedication date) 
6. Railroad through Black Point (Opening date) 
7. Black Point  brick works 
8. Proposal for movie drive in at Olive and Atherton defeated 
9. Quarry opened to provide material for the Petaluma River Bridge 
10. Evacuation drill for the Gridiron 1990 
11. Black Point Community Plan approved 1978 
12. Update of the Black Point Community Plan 2013 
13. Olive ridge tennis club proposal 
14. Purchase of Day Island by Marin County ($250,000?) 
15. Novato Urban Growth Boundary approved, excluding Black Point.  Black Point removed from 

Novato’s Sphere of Influence 
16. Development of Green Point subdivision 
17. Development of the Atherton Oaks subdivision 
18. Proposed strip mall at Atherton and Highway 37 defeated 
19. Golden Gate Bridge opened 
20. Oak trees from Black Point used to supple Mare Island with masts and San Francisco with 

firewood 
21. Black Point boat launch opened 
22. Bordello  
23. Black Point general store and gas station used for movie props 

 




