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August 17, 2021 
 
Marin County Board of Supervisors 
3501 Civic Center Drive 
San Rafael, CA 94903 
 
SUBJECT:  Request from the Department of Health and Human Services to 
introduce an ordinance amending Chapter 7.70 of the Marin County Code to 
address smoking in multi-unit housing. 
 
Dear Board Members: 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Approve introduction of ordinance and schedule 
consideration of adoption of ordinance for September 14, 2021 (consent 
calendar). 
 
SUMMARY:  The Department proposes to amend Chapter 7.70 to (1) require 100 
percent of all multi-unit residences to be smoke-free by one year after the 
enactment of this ordinance and (2) prohibit all smoking of cannabis, including for 
medical purposes, in all units of multi-unit properties. 
 
Numerous studies conclude that secondhand smoke is harmful to individuals, 
including a report from the California Air Resources Board declaring secondhand 
smoke as a toxic air contaminant and a report from the U.S. Surgeon General 
stating that there is no risk-free level of exposure to secondhand smoke.  The 
smoking of tobacco or any other weed or plant is a danger to health and is a 
cause of material annoyance and discomfort to those who are present in confined 
places.  In response to community concerns regarding the public health effects of 
secondhand smoke exposure, the Smoke-Free Marin Coalition recommends 
amending the current ordinance to protect all residents in multi-unit housing.  The 
Smoke-Free Marin Coalition is comprised of local public health, education and 
non-profit organizations including the American Cancer Society, Marin County 
Related Tobacco Disease Control Program, Marin County Office of Education, 
Marin Link, and others. 
 
Currently the County’s unincorporated area is one of four remaining jurisdictions, 
with Sausalito, Fairfax, and Larkspur, in Marin County that has not updated its 
respective ordinance to disallow all smoking in multi-unit residential housing. This 
includes all existing rental units, new rental units, existing owned units, and new 
owned units.   
 
COMMUNITY BENEFIT:  There is no risk-free level of exposure to secondhand 
smoke.  The proposed ordinance would require that, within one year of adoption, 
100% of units in multi-unit residences, whether rental or common interest, be 
designated nonsmoking to help protect all residents in multi-unit housing.   
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EQUITY IMPACT:  Low-income individuals generally have higher smoking rates, 
which may result in increased exposure to secondhand smoke in affordable and 
public housing.  Given that many residents living in these settings are 
underserved, vulnerable members of the community, including children, older 
adults, and those with a disability; secondhand smoke exposure is critical to 
address.  The proposed ordinance will help protect all residents in multi-unit 
housing within unincorporated Marin. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  There will be no increase in General Fund Net County Cost as 
a result of your Board’s approval.  The proposed ordinance does not contain a 
fiscal component. 
 
REVIEWED BY: ( X ) County Administrator   (    )  N/A 

(    )  Department of Finance  ( X )  N/A 
   ( X )   County Counsel   (    )  N/A 
   (    ) Human Resources   ( X )  N/A 
 
Respectfully submitted,     
 
 
 
 
 
Ken Shapiro 
Chief Assistant Director 
 
 


