Qualifying a Recall for the Ballot

Steps and timeframe involved in preparing and circulating the Recall Petition
CA Elections Code Sections 11000 - 11386

. Within 7 days, proponents file with the County
Proponents serve the incumbent by personal . Kilections Department original Notice of

delivery or certified mail with a copy of the > L

Notice of Intention. (E.C. 11020, 11021) (I)r]lt:;t\l/(ingean(dEag alﬁllgg\ll)'t of time and manner

Proponents publish Notice of Y

Intention (except for answer of the Within 7 days, the incumbent files answer
incumbent) one time only in a (optional) with the County Elections
newspaper of general circulation at Department and serves copy to one of the
their eXpense. (EC 11022) proponents_ (EC 11023a)

Y

Within 10 days after filing of the incumbents answer, the proponents file
with the County Elections Department two blank copies of proposed
format for recall petition and proof of publication of Notice of Intention.
(E.C. 11042a, 11042b)

Y

Within 10 days, the Office of the County Elections Official notifies the
proponents in writing of findings as to whether or not the form and
wording of petition meets requirements of Elections Code

(E.C. 11042c, 11042d), and, if not, what corrections must be made.

Y

If the petition does not meet requirements:
Within 10 days, the proponents file two corrected
copies of form and wording of the recall petition.
(E.C. 11042c)

Y

The petition goes back and forth between the W
Elections office and proponents in 10-day J

Y

increments until it meets requirements.

Y

If the petition meets requirements:

Note - Circulation Period: the number of days and the The County Elections Department will notify the
number of signatures required depends on number of proponents that the petition format meets _
registered voters in the jurisdiction (E.C. 11220, 11221) per requirements of Elections Code and authorizes
the last report of registration to the Secretary of State. them to circulate petitions. (E.C. 11042, 11220)
Note: Written request by petition signers to withdraw l

signatures must be filed no later than the day before the
petition is filed. (E.C. 103, 11303)
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If the number of
signatures from the
raw count meets
requirements...

S

Proponents or authorized representative file all
petition sections at the same time. County Elections
Department counts number of signatures on face of
petition — the “raw count” (E.C. 11222) to make
sure it has the minimum number of signatures
required to proceed.

~

If the number of
signatures from the
raw count does not
meet requirements...

—

’ !

County Elections
Department checks
signatures within
30 business days.

If the signatures are insufficient, the
petitions remain on file in the office.
Proponents may begin exam within 21
days of certification of insufficiency.
(E.C. 11301, G.C. 6253.5)

( )

County Elections
Department does
not file the petition
and returns petition
to the proponents.

If signatures are sufficient, the County Elections
Department certifies to the Governing Board at its
next regular meeting. (E.C. 11227)

(E.C. 11222)
\ J

. | If, however, the Governing Body fails to act within

The nomination period of candidates to succeed th
recalled officer begins after the election order is
issued and ends not less than 75 days before the
date of the election. (E.C. 11381)

"| 14 days, the County Elections Department shall call

Governing Body calls for election within 14 days.

the election within 5 days. (E.C. 11240, 11241)

Y

Date of Recall Election:
88-125 days from issuance of order calling the
election. (E.C. 11242)

Y

The County Elections Department
retains the petition for eight months
from certification of results of the
election. (E.C. 17400)

Marin County Elections Department
Sample Timetable Flowchart

This is general information, not legal advice.
Contact an attorney for questions about
specific petition requirements.
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