AGENCY RESPONSE TO GRAND JURY REPORT
Report Title: Consolidation of Sanitation Districts
Report Date: April 13, 2018

Response Date: July 10, 2018

Agency Name:

Mann LAFCo

Agenda Date:

Response by:

Jason Fried

Title:

August 9, 2018

Interim Executive Officer

FINDINGS

• I (we) agree with the findings numbered:

N/A

• I (we) disagree partially with the findings numbered:

WA

•

I (we) disagree wholly with the findings numbered:

N/A

(Attach a statement specifying any portions of the findings that are disputed; include
an explanation of the reasons therefor.)
RECOMMENDATIONS
• Recommendations numbered

WA

have been implemented.

(Attach a summary describing the implemented actions.)
-

WA
Recommendations numbered
but will be implemented in the future.
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Attachment 1

Per page 14, Mann LAFCo is required to respond to Recommendation R1:
"RI. Mann LAFCO should complete the planned reorganization of Murray Park Sewer
Maintenance District and San Quentin Village Sewer Maintenance District with Ross Valley
Sanitary District."
The Mann Local Agency Formation Commission (Mann LAFCo) must follow state laws, primarily the CorteseKnox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000 (CKH). CKH includes regulating and planning
the orderly formation, expansion, and consolidation of local government agencies and their municipal service
areas based on local conditions and circumstances (Government Code §56001). In addition, based on Mann
LAFCo policy (per section 4.1.B - Types of Change of Organization Proposals), there are three ways that this
recommendation could be performed: dissolution, consolidation, or merger.
On August 10, 2017 Mann LAFCo passed resolution 17-06 approving the Municipal Service Review (MSR)
for Central Mann Wastewater Services, which included review of the three agencies in this
recommendation. Exhibit A, subsection 6(1) of Resolution 17-06 stated:
"Two separate governance alternatives appear readily merited to improve local
accountability and service efficiencies in Central Mann. This involves immediately
proceeding with reorganizations to dissolve MPSMD and SQVSMD and concurrently place
their respective service areas in RVSD by annexation or consolidation. These reorganizations
would eliminate two dependent special districts governed by the County of Mann subject
and inhibited therein to antiquated statutes in favor of recognizing RVSD as the preferred
and more capable service provider going forward."
Following the MSR, there are different paths that Mann LAFCo could take to do this type of action. For
simplification purposes, they fall into two general types. The first and more streamlined method would be
for three impacted districts to jointly initiate and provide support for a consolidation. Pursuant to CKH
(Government Code §56853), if all districts proposing a consolidation adopt substantially similar resolutions
of application, the Commission shall approve the proposal. It should be noted that while CKH limits the
Commission's authority to deny consolidations, it still provides the Commission discretion to impose terms
and conditions to mitigate issues that have been raised while processing the application and conducting the
public hearing. This, in many ways, would be the quickest way for reorganization to occur.
The second method, if one or more of the districts do not wish to be part of the reorganization, would
allow Mann LAFCo to start the process, with authority given under Government Code §56821. There are
additional steps to the process that would need to be done beyond what needs to be done in addition to
the above process, which would add additional time to the length of the process.
Should Mann LAFCo start this process, either by request (Government Code §56853) or by initiating the
process itself (Government Code §56821), both processes will take longer than six months to accomplish.
The Commission will consider this matter at a public hearing before the end of the current year.
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