
MARIN MUNICIPAL 
WATER DISTRICT 

 

220 Nellen Avenue Corte Madera CA 94925-1169 
marinwater.org  

June 18, 2017 

The Honorable Judge Kelly V. Simmons 

Mann County Superior Court 

P.O. Box 4988 

San Rafael, CA 94913-4988 

Re: Response to Mann County Civil Grand Jury Report, The Budget Squeeze: How Will Mann 

Fund Its Public Employee Pensions? 

Dear Honorable Judge Simmons: 

The referenced report directs Mann Municipal Water District (District) to respond to 

Recommendations R3, R4, and R8: 

• R3: Agencies should publish long-term budgets (i.e., covering at least five years), update 

them at least every other year and report what percent of total revenue they anticipate 

spending on pension contributions. 

• R4: Each agency should provide 10 years of audited financial statements and summary 

pension data for the same period (or links to them) on the financial page of its public 

website 

• R8: Public agencies and public employee unions should begin to explore how 

introduction of defined contribution programs can reduce unfunded liabilities for public 

pensions. 

Response to R3: The District has a biennial budget cycle and all adopted budgets since 2011 are 

posted on the District's website. Additionally, the District prepares a Cost of Service Analysis 

(COSA) which covers five years of budget projections all of which are posted on the website. 

While detailed pension information is included in these documents, moving forward the District 

will include the percentage of pension contribution as a function of revenue. 

Response to R4: The District provides ten years of audited financial statements, including 

summary pension data, on the financial page of its public website. 

All District financial documents are available to the public, either on the District website or via 

email, written or oral request. The District's website includes a convenient web page detailing 

Financial Statements which includes Audits from 2007 forward and Budgets from 2011 forward: 

http://www.marinwater.org/273/Management-Finance   
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Response to R8: The District is willing to join with our union to explore how introduction of 

defined contribution programs can reduce unfunded liabilities for public pensions. We are 

mindful of the Grand Jury's finding that "this approach is largely precluded by existing statutes 

and made impractical by the imposition of termination fees by the pension funds that manage 

public agency retirement assets." 

The District has no comment or requested changes to the Findings included in the report. The 

District greatly appreciates the efforts of the Mann County Civil Grand Jury and the opportunity 

to respond to Recommendation R3, R4, and R8. 

Sincerely, 

Larry Russell 

President, Board of Directors 
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