
FINDINGS  
 

1. Most fire agencies neither enforce defensible space codes nor cite private property 
owners who are in violation of the law. 

 
We find this false, in that Corte Madera Fire Department has been enforcing the Uniform Fire 
Code for a minimum of the past 15 years.  This is done by engine companies and fire prevention 
individuals within the department who visit each public and private site throughout our 
jurisdiction. Violation notices are issued, and if compliance is not met, the Town of Corte 
Madera has an ordinance enabling the fire department to send private contractors onto the 
property to abate the fire prevention violations.  
 

2. All fire departments interviewed by the Grand Jury are involved in some form of public 
education about wildfire dangers and prevention.  Several departments emphasize these 
programs. 

 
We agree with this finding.  We have public education programs, typically done at the schools 
and through educational fliers and information broadcast on 1330 AM, the town’s information 
and highway advisory radio station.  
 

3. The Marin County Fire Department, the Marin County Open Space District and the 
Marin Municipal Water District supplement their regular staffs with labor supplied by 
the Marin Conservation Corps and the state Department of Corrections inmate 
conservation camp located in the Delta.  This additional labor pool provides valuable 
assistance in vegetation management efforts.  But the Delta-based group is limited in its 
usefulness by the constraints caused by long travel time. 

 
We do not utilize these crews, but it is our understanding that this is a true finding.  
 

4. Only a few fire agencies currently use limited controlled prescribed burns to reduce fire 
fuel loads on a selective basis. 

 
We can only address Corte Madera’s usage, and we have not used prescribed burns over the last 
15 years.   
 

7. Some jurisdictions have developed, and have in place, exemplary public education 
programs and vegetation management practices. 

 
We agree. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 



 
1. All local fire agencies should aggressively enforce defensible space codes and cite 

private landowners who do not comply with the law.  
 
We agree with this, to the extent that fire agencies have sufficient resources and personnel 
available to dedicate to these purposes.   
 

2. Local fire departments should step up education programs, especially those aimed at 
wildfire-vulnerable neighborhoods and at school-aged children, youth and teens. 

 
We agree with this, to the extent that fire agencies have sufficient resources and personnel 
available to dedicate to these purposes, and we have implemented some of these programs. 
 

3. The Board of Supervisors should lobby for a state Department of Corrections inmate 
conservation camp to serve Marin and Sonoma counties. 

 
We agree with this.  Any assistance would be invaluable.  
 

4. All local fire agencies should review their policies regarding controlled burns and use 
limited, targeted and carefully controlled burns when appropriate to mitigate fire fuel 
loads. 

 
We agree with the benefit of reviewing policies regarding controlled burns, but would need more 
information to determine if it would be appropriate for the town to develop policies and/or 
programs to institute the use of controlled burns to mitigate fire fuel loads.   
 

7. All fire departments and special districts, the Marin County Open Space District, the 
Marin Municipal Water District and representatives from FireSafe Marin should meet 
frequently to identify and implement the county’s and state’s fire prevention and 
protection best practices.  Fire agencies should model their education, enforcement and 
vegetation management programs around those that are both cost-effective and efficient.  

 
We agree with this, provided that resources will permit us, and we will be further developing a 
public education program.  
 
 
 


