
 

For additional information about the eligibility of PNPs for HMGP, see Part VIII, A.6. 

Table 1: Eligible Subapplicants 

Entity HMGP PDM FMA 

State agencies     

Federally-recognized tribes    

Local governments/communities(1)    

Private nonprofit organizations (PNPs)   
(1) Local governments/community may include non-federally recognized tribes, or consistent with definition of 
local government at 44 CFR 201.2, may include any Indian tribe or authorized tribal organization, or Alaska 
Native village or organization that is not federally recognized per 25 U.S.C. 479a et seq. 

C. Cost Sharing 
Under the HMA programs, the total cost to implement approved mitigation activities is generally 
funded by a combination of Federal and non-Federal sources.  Both the Federal and the non-
Federal cost shares must be for eligible costs used in direct support of the approved activities 
under this guidance and the award.  Contributions of cash, third-party in-kind services, materials, 
or any combination thereof, may be accepted as part of the non-Federal cost share.   

FEMA administers cost-sharing requirements consistent with 2 CFR Sections 200.29, 200.306, 
and 200.434.  To meet cost-sharing requirements, the non-Federal contributions must be 
verifiable from the subrecipient’s records, reasonable, allowable, allocable, and necessary under 
the grant program and must comply with all Federal requirements and regulations. 

In general, HMA funds may be used to pay up to 75 percent of the eligible activity costs.  The 
remaining 25 percent of eligible activity costs are derived from non-Federal sources.  Exceptions 
to the 75 percent Federal and 25 percent non-Federal share (see Table 2) are as follows:  

♦ PDM – Small impoverished communities may be eligible for up to a 90 percent Federal cost 
share.  For information about small impoverished communities, see Part VIII, B.2. 

♦ FMA  

− FEMA may contribute up to 100 percent Federal cost share for severe repetitive loss 
properties. 

− For acquisition or relocation activities for severe repetitive loss properties that are not 
determined to be cost effective using FEMA-approved cost-effectiveness options (e.g., 
BCA version 5.0 or higher, pre-calculated benefits), property owners may alternatively 
receive the calculated expected savings to the NFIF as provided by the GSTF value.  
For more information on this provision, see Part VIII, C.3. 

− FEMA may contribute up to 90 percent Federal cost share for repetitive loss 
properties.   
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− FEMA may contribute up to 75 percent Federal cost share for properties that are 
NFIP-insured but do not meet the repetitive loss or severe repetitive loss definitions. 

♦ Insular areas, including American Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, 
Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands – FEMA automatically waives the non-Federal 
cost share when the non-Federal cost share for the entire grant is under $200,000 and not an 
individual subaward.  If the non-Federal cost share for the entire grant is $200,000 or greater, 
FEMA may waive all or part of the cost share; such a waiver is usually consistent with that 
provided for PA under the Presidential major disaster declaration.  If FEMA does not waive 
the cost share, the insular area must pay the entire cost-share amount, not only the amount 
over $200,000.   

Cost-share requirements also extend to management costs with the following exceptions: 

♦ For HMGP, available HMGP management costs are calculated as a percentage of the 
Federal funds provided.  There is no additional cost-share requirement for management costs. 

♦ Under PDM, only tribal Recipients and subrecipients meeting the definition of small and 
impoverished are eligible for a non-Federal cost share of 10 percent for management costs.   

See Part VIII, A.8 for further information about HMGP cost-share requirements and Part IV, E.4 
for further information on funding restrictions for management costs. 

 
Table 2: Cost-Share Requirements 

Programs Mitigation Activity 
(Percent of Federal/Non-

Federal Share) 

Recipient  
Management Costs 
(Percent of Federal/Non-

Federal Share) 

Subrecipient 
Management Costs 
(Percent of Federal/Non-

Federal Share) 

HMGP 75/25 100/0 –/–(1) 

PDM  75/25 75/25 75/25 

PDM – subrecipient is small and 
impoverished community 

90/10 75/25 90/10 

PDM – Tribal 
Recipient/subrecipient is small 
and impoverished  

90/10 90/10 90/10 

FMA – insured properties and 
planning grants 

75/25 75/25 75/25 

FMA – repetitive loss property(2)  90/10 90/10 90/10 

FMA – severe repetitive loss 
property(2) 

100/0 100/0 100/0 

(1) Subapplicants should consult their State Hazard Mitigation Officer (SHMO) for the amount or percentage of HMGP subrecipient 
management cost funding their State has determined to be passed through to subrecipients. 

(2) To be eligible for an increased Federal cost share, a FEMA-approved State or Tribal (Standard or Enhanced) Mitigation Plan 
that addresses repetitive loss properties must be in effect at the time of award, and the property that is being submitted for 
consideration must be a repetitive loss property. 
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D.3 Procurement 
For conflict of interest requirements for procurement under awards, all Applicants, sub-
applicants, and non-Federal entities must follow the requirements under the procurement 
regulations at 2 CFR Sections 200.317 through 200.326.  When procuring property and services 
under a Federal award, a State Recipient or subrecipient must follow the same policies and 
procedures it uses for procurements from its non-Federal funds and the requirements outlined in 
2 CFR Section 200.317.  All other Recipients and subrecipients (not a State) must follow 2 CFR 
Sections 200.318 through 200.326.  For more information on the procurement process, see HMA 
Job Aid (HMA Procurement Standards). 

D.4 Duplication of Programs 
FEMA will not provide assistance for activities for which it determines the more specific 
authority lies with another Federal agency or program.  Other programs and authorities should be 
examined before applying for HMA funding.  HMA funds are not intended to be used as a 
substitute for other available program authorities.  Available program authorities include other 
FEMA programs (e.g., IA, PA) and programs under other Federal agencies, such as the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service.  FEMA may disallow or recoup amounts that duplicate other authorities.   

For additional information about DOP for wildfire mitigation projects, see Addendum, Part 
B.2.4.  For additional information about DOP under flood risk reduction measures, see 
Addendum, Part F.2.   

D.5 Duplication of Benefits 
HMA funds cannot duplicate funds received by or 
available to Applicants or subapplicants from 
other sources for the same purpose.  Examples of 
other sources include insurance claims, other 
assistance programs (including previous project 
or planning grants and subawards from HMA 
programs), legal awards, or other benefits 
associated with properties or damage that are 
subject of litigation.   

Because the availability of other sources of 
mitigation grant or loan assistance is subject to 
available information and the means of each 
individual Applicant, HMA does not require that 
property owners seek assistance from other sources (with the exception of insurance).  However, 
it is the responsibility of the property owner to report other benefits received, any applications 
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DUPLICATION OF BENEFITS 

DOB is used to describe assistance that is 
from more than one source and that is used 
for the same purpose or activity.  The 
purpose may apply to the entire project or 
only part of it. 
DOB may apply when assistance for the 
same purpose: 

• Has been received

• Will be received

• Is reasonably available from another
source, such as insurance or legal
settlements due to the property owners



 

E.1.1 Mitigation Projects 
This section briefly describes the mitigation projects eligible under one or more of the three 
HMA programs.  Table 3 summarizes the eligibility of the following project types for each 
program:   

♦ Property Acquisition and Structure Demolition:  The voluntary acquisition of an existing 
flood-prone structure and, typically, the underlying land, and conversion of the land to open 
space through the demolition of the structure.  The property must be deed-restricted in 
perpetuity to open space uses to restore and/or conserve the natural floodplain functions.  For 
property acquisition and structure demolition projects, see Addendum, Part A. 

♦ Property Acquisition and Structure Relocation:  The voluntary physical relocation of an 
existing structure to an area outside of a hazard-prone area, such as the Special Flood Hazard 
Area (SFHA) or a regulatory erosion zone and, typically, the acquisition of the underlying 
land.  Relocation must conform to all applicable State and local regulations.  The property 
must be deed-restricted in perpetuity to open space uses to restore and/or conserve the natural 
floodplain functions.  For property acquisition and structure relocation projects, see 
Addendum, Part A. 

♦ Structure Elevation:  Physically raising and/or retrofitting an existing structure in 
accordance with ASCE 24-14 (Base Flood Elevation [BFE] plus freeboard) or higher when 
required by FEMA or local ordinance.  Elevation may be achieved through a variety of 
methods, including elevating on continuous foundation walls; elevating on open foundations, 
such as piles, piers, posts, or columns; and elevating on fill.  Foundations must be designed to 
properly address all loads and be appropriately connected to the floor structure above, and 
utilities must be properly elevated as well.  FEMA requires Recipients and subrecipients to 
design all structure elevation projects in accordance with ASCE 24-14.  For additional 
information about structure elevation projects, see Addendum, Part E.   

♦ Mitigation Reconstruction:  The construction of an improved, elevated building on the 
same site where an existing building and/or foundation has been partially or completely 
demolished or destroyed.  Mitigation reconstruction is only permitted for structures outside 
of the regulatory floodway or Coastal High Hazard Area (Zone V) as identified by the 
existing best available flood hazard data.  Activities that result in the construction of new 
living space at or above the BFE will only be considered when consistent with mitigation 
reconstruction requirements.  FEMA requires Recipients and subrecipients to design all 
mitigation reconstruction projects in accordance with ASCE 24-14.  For additional 
information about structure elevation projects, see Addendum, Part D. 

♦ Dry Floodproofing:  Techniques applied to keep structures dry by sealing the structure to 
keep floodwaters out.  For all dry floodproofing activities, FEMA requires Recipients and 
subrecipients to design all dry floodproofing projects in accordance with ASCE 24-14.  Dry 
floodproofing is not permitted in the Coastal V Zone.   
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E.7 National Flood Insurance Program Eligibility Requirements 
HMA eligibility is related to the NFIP as follows: 

♦ Subapplicant Eligibility:  All subapplicants for FMA must be participating in the NFIP, and 
not be withdrawn or suspended, to be eligible to apply for grant funds.  Certain political 
subdivisions (i.e., regional flood control districts or county governments) may apply and act 
as subrecipients if they are part of a community that is participating in the NFIP where the 
political subdivision provides zoning and building code enforcement or planning and 
community development professional services for that community.  

♦ Project Eligibility:  HMGP and PDM mitigation project subapplications for projects sited 
within an SFHA are eligible only if the jurisdiction in which the project is located is 
participating in the NFIP.  There is no NFIP participation requirement for HMGP and PDM 
project subapplications for projects located outside of the SFHA.  

♦ Mitigation Planning Eligibility:  There are no NFIP participation requirements for HMGP 
and PDM hazard mitigation planning subapplications.  However, under FMA, the 
subapplicant must be participating in the NFIP to be eligible for planning funding.   

♦ Property Eligibility:  Properties included in a project subapplication for FMA funding must 
be NFIP insured at the time of the application submittal.  Flood insurance must be maintained 
for the life of the structure. 

E.7.1 Special Flood Hazard Area Requirements 
For structures that remain in the SFHA after the implementation of the mitigation project, flood 
insurance must be maintained for the life of the structure to an amount at least equal to the 
project cost or to the maximum limit of coverage made available with respect to the particular 
property, whichever is less.  The maximum limit of coverage made available is defined as the 
replacement cost value of the structure up to $250,000 for residential and $500,000 for non-
residential.  Insurance coverage on the property must be maintained during the life of the 
property regardless of transfer of ownership of such property. 

The subrecipient (or property owner) must legally record, with the county or appropriate 
jurisdiction’s land records, a notice that includes the name of the current property owner 
(including book/page reference to record of current title, if readily available), a legal description 
of the property, and the following notice of flood insurance requirements:  

This property has received Federal hazard mitigation assistance.  Federal law 
requires that flood insurance coverage on this property must be maintained during 
the life of the property regardless of transfer of ownership of such property.  
Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 5154a, notwithstanding any other provision of law, no 
Federal disaster relief assistance made available in a flood disaster area may be 
used to make a payment (including any loan assistance payment) to a person for 
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repair, replacement, or restoration for damage to any personal, residential, or 
commercial property if that person at any time has received flood disaster 
assistance that was conditional on the person first having obtained flood insurance 
under applicable Federal law and subsequently having failed to obtain and 
maintain flood insurance as required under applicable Federal law on such 
property.  The property owner is also required to maintain this property in 
accordance with the floodplain management criteria of 44 CFR Section 60.3 and 
any city/county ordinance. 

Applicants/subapplicants receiving assistance for projects sited in an SFHA must ensure that 
these requirements are met by requesting that the participating property owner(s) sign an 
Acknowledgement of Conditions for Mitigation of Property in an SFHA with FEMA Grant Funds 
form and providing the form to FEMA prior to award or final approval.  This form is available 
on the FEMA website at http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=3592 or can be 
provided by the appropriate FEMA Regional Office (for Regional Office information, see Part 
VII).  Properties that do not meet these requirements will not be eligible to receive assistance 
under the HMA programs. 

If an approved HMA project affects the accuracy of an applicable Flood Insurance Rate Map 
(FIRM) or requires a map amendment to meet a locally adopted floodplain management 
ordinance, the subrecipient is responsible for ensuring that the appropriate map amendments or 
revisions are made.  Costs associated with these map amendments are to be identified in the cost 
estimate section of a subaward application and may be eligible costs under the HMA programs. 

E.8 Statutory, Regulatory, and Other Requirements 
Mitigation activities must adhere to all 
relevant statutes, regulations, and 
requirements, including (this list is not all 
inclusive, See Part IX, Appendix D for full 
citations): 

♦ Sections 203 (PDM) and 404 (HMGP)
of the Stafford Act

♦ Section 1366 (FMA) of the NFIA

♦ Section 322 of the Stafford Act
(Mitigation Planning)

♦ Section 324 of the Stafford Act
(Management Costs)

♦ NHPA (36 CFR Part 800)
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FEDERAL LAWS PROHIBITING 
DISCRIMINATION IN EMERGENCY PROGRAMS 

ON THE BASIS OF DISABILITY 

• Rehabilitation Act of 1973

• Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990

• Stafford Act of 1988

• Post-Katrina Emergency Management Reform
Act of 2006

• Fair Housing Act Amendments of 1988

• Architectural Barriers Act of 1968

• Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
of 1975

• Telecommunications Act of 1996

• Twenty-First Century Communications and
Video Accessibility Act of 2010

http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=3592


Description Web Link or Contact Information 

9. Mitigation Reconstruction References

• ASCE/SEI 24-14, Flood Resistant Design and Construction, 2014
• ASCE/SEI 7-10, Minimum Design Loads for Buildings and Other Structures, 2010
• International Building Code (IBC), 2015 edition
• International Code Council, Reducing Flood Losses Through the International Codes, 4th Edition, 2014
• FEMA P-55, Coastal Construction Manual, 4th Edition, August 2011
• FEMA P-424, Design Guide for Improving School Safety in Earthquakes, Floods and High Winds, December

2010 
• FEMA 489, Mitigation Assessment Team Report: Hurricane Ivan in Alabama and Florida, August 2005
• FEMA P-499, Home Builder’s Guide to Coastal Construction Technical Fact Sheet Series, December 2010
• FEMA 543, Design Guide for Improving Critical Facility Safety from Flooding and High Winds, January 2007
• FEMA 549, Mitigation Assessment Team Report: Hurricane Katrina in the Gulf Coast, July 2006
• FEMA P-550, Recommended Residential Construction for Coastal Areas: Building on Strong and Safe

Foundations, 2nd Edition, December 2009
• FEMA 551, Selecting Appropriate Mitigation Measures for Floodprone Structures, March 2007
• FEMA 577, Design Guide for Improving Hospital Safety in Earthquakes, Floods, and High Winds: Providing

Protection to People and Buildings, June 2007
• Guidance for Applying ASCE 24 Engineering Standards to HMA Flood Retrofitting and Reconstruction

Projects, November 2013

10. Structure Elevation References

• ASCE/SEI 24-14, Flood Resistant Design and Construction, 2014
• FEMA P-55, Coastal Construction Manual, 4th Edition, August 2011
• FEMA P-259, Engineering Principles and Practices of Retrofitting Floodprone Residential Structures, 3rd

Edition, January 2012
• FEMA P-312, Homeowners Guide to Retrofitting, 3rd Edition, June 2014
• FEMA 347, Above the Flood: Elevating Your Flood Prone House, May 2000
• FEMA P-499, Home Builder’s Guide to Coastal Construction Technical Fact Sheet Series, December 2010
• FEMA Technical Bulletin TB-1, Openings in Foundation Walls and Walls of Enclosures, 2008
• FEMA Technical Bulletin TB-5, Free-of-Obstruction Requirements, 2008
• FEMA Technical Bulletin TB-9, Design and Construction Guidance for Breakaway Walls, 2008
• FEMA Form 81-31, NFIP Elevation Certificate, February 2013
• Guidance for Applying ASCE 24 Engineering Standards to HMA Flood Retrofitting and Reconstruction

Projects, November 2013
• Hurricane Sandy Recovery Advisory #7, Reducing Flood Risk and Flood Insurance Premiums for Existing

Residential Buildings in Zone A

11. Dry Floodproofing, Non-residential References

• FEMA P-936, Floodproofing Non-Residential Buildings, July 2013
• Guidance for Applying ASCE 24 Engineering Standards to HMA Flood Retrofitting and Reconstruction

Projects, November 2013
• FEMA P-312, Homeowner's Guide to Retrofitting, 3rd Edition, June 2014
• NFIP Technical Bulletin (TB) 3-93, Non-Residential Floodproofing—Requirements and Certification
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E. Structure Elevation  
Part E of the Addendum supplements the information provided in Parts I through IX of the HMA 
Guidance.  The project-specific guidance in this section does not provide all of the information 
necessary to apply for funding through an HMA program and must be read in conjunction with 
all other relevant sections of this guidance.  See Part IX, C of the HMA Guidance for additional 
resources on structure elevation. 

E.1 Overview 
Structure elevation activities generally involve physically raising an existing structure to an 
elevation at the BFE or higher if required by FEMA or local ordinance.  Structure elevation may 
be achieved through a variety of methods, including elevating on continuous foundation walls; 
elevating on open foundations, such as piles, piers, posts, or columns; and elevating on fill.  
Foundations must be designed to properly address all loads and be appropriately connected to the 
floor structure above, and utilities must also be properly elevated.  Buildings proposed for 
elevation must be structurally sound and capable of being elevated safely.  

E.2 Additional Project Eligibility Requirements 
At a minimum, FEMA requires Applicants and subapplicants to design all structure elevation 
projects in accordance with the NFIP standards in 44 CFR Part 60.  For additional information 
about the NFIP and structure elevation projects, see Part III, E.7 of the HMA Guidance. 

FEMA requires Applicants and subapplicants to design all structure elevation projects in 
accordance with ASCE 24-14, or latest edition, or its equivalent as minimum design criteria.  

E.2.1 Eligible Design Standards 
Buildings proposed for structure elevation must be structurally sound and capable of being 
elevated safely. Important design considerations for structure elevations consistent with 44 CFR 
Part 60 are as follows:  

♦ The lowest floor of the structure must be elevated to the BFE or to the elevation specified in 
the local ordinance if higher.  Upon completion of the elevation work, an Elevation 
Certificate (FEMA Form 81-31) verifying “as built” elevations must be completed to ensure 
that the structure complies with the local floodplain ordinance and NFIP floodplain 
management and HMA requirements. 

♦ Elevation projects must be designed and adequately anchored to prevent flotation, collapse, 
and lateral movement of the structure due to hydrodynamic and hydrostatic loads, including 
the effects of buoyancy.  It is recommended that an engineer certify that the design elevation 
will withstand the depth and velocity of 100-year flood events (hydrostatic and 
hydrodynamic loads), any potential increase in wind load, or any other relevant load factors. 
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♦ For elevation projects in Zone V with open foundations (piles, piers, posts, or columns), the 
space below the lowest floor must be free of obstructions or constructed with non-supporting 
breakaway walls, open wood lattice-work, or screening intended to collapse under wind and 
water loads without causing collapse, displacement, or other structural damage to the 
elevated portion of the building or supporting foundation system.  Guidance on free-of-
obstruction and breakaway wall requirements is available in FEMA Technical Bulletin 
(TB) 5, Free-of-Obstruction Requirements (2008), and FEMA TB-9, Design and 
Construction Guidance for Breakaway Walls Below Elevated Coastal Buildings (2008). 

♦ For elevation projects on continuous foundation walls with fully enclosed areas below the 
lowest floor, the area must be used solely for parking of vehicles, building access, or storage 
as identified in 44 CFR Section 60.3(c)(5).  

♦ Elevation projects on continuous foundation walls must be designed to automatically 
equalize hydrostatic flood forces on exterior walls by allowing for the entry and exit of 
floodwaters.  Designs to meet these criteria must be certified by a registered Professional 
Engineer or meet or exceed the criteria in 44 CFR Section 60.3(c)(5).  Guidance on meeting 
this requirement can be found in FEMA TB-1, Openings in Foundation Walls and Walls of 
Enclosures (2008). 

E.3 Elevation Project Application Package 
In addition to the items identified in Part IV, H of the HMA Guidance, the following data are 
required for each structure:  

♦ Physical address and property owner’s name 

♦ Estimated cost to elevate each structure  

♦ Name and location of flooding source (e.g., creek, river, watershed, or location of stormwater 
ponding) and location on the applicable Flood Insurance Rate Map  

♦ The proposed elevation of the lowest floor for each structure to be mitigated, the BFE, and 
the current elevation of the lowest finished floor 

♦ Type of existing foundation (slab-on-grade, crawl space, basement, or open foundation) and 
the proposed elevation method and standard to be used  

♦ A statement that the project will be designed in compliance with NFIP standards in 44 CFR 
Part 60  
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E.4 Implementation  
Elevation project implementation entails pre-construction activities, construction, inspection of 
the completed foundation and engineering certification, and obtaining a Certificate of 
Occupancy.  Before construction of the foundation begins, it is very important to conduct an 
inspection of the condition of the structure, survey the site, and complete a soil inspection to 
make sure the proposed elevation project is feasible on the site. 

E.4.1 Elevation Methods  
Standard structure elevation methods are identified in FEMA P-312, Homeowner’s Guide to 
Retrofitting – Third Edition (2014), and FEMA P-347, Above the Flood: Elevating Your 
Floodprone House (2000).  In addition, FEMA has developed guidance for the design of 
appropriate foundations based on the requirements of the International Codes and other 
applicable standards.  This guidance is provided in FEMA P-550, and is available for use with 
HMA structure elevation projects.  Furthermore, FEMA requires Applicants and subapplicants to 
design all structure elevation projects in accordance with ASCE 24-14, or latest edition.  

Available elevation methods, which are thoroughly described in FEMA P-312, Chapter 5, and 
FEMA P-347 include: 

♦ Elevating the existing structure on piles, posts, or piers  

♦ Filling in the basement and replacing it with an elevated floor   

♦ Elevating by vertically extending the foundation walls of the home 

Activities that result in the construction of new living space at or above the BFE are considered 
only when they are consistent with mitigation reconstruction requirements described in 
Addendum Part E.2.1.  Activities include structure elevations that abandon a lower enclosed area 
and add a second story above the BFE to an existing structure.  

The method that is selected for elevating a house depends on factors such as:  

♦ Foundation type 

♦ Condition of the house 

♦ Applicable State and local building codes  

♦ Soil type and bearing capacity 

♦ Weight of the house and lateral forces on the house from water and other natural hazards, 
such as winds and earthquakes 

♦ Height of proposed elevation above the grade level  

♦ Number of additions to the original structure 

The most common foundation types are: 
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♦ Crawl space on foundation walls 

♦ Slab-on-grade  

♦ Open type foundation – piles and posts or piers 

Additional details to consider when constructing an elevation project can be found in the 
following publications: 

♦ FEMA P-55, Coastal Construction Manual, Fourth Edition (2011) 

♦ FEMA P-259, Engineering Principles and Practices of Retrofitting Floodprone Structures 
(2012)  

♦ FEMA P-499, Home Builders Guide to Coastal Construction Technical Fact Sheet Series 
(2010) 

♦ ASCE 24-14, Flood Resistant Design and Construction (2014), or latest edition 

This list is not a comprehensive list of publications on retrofitting and elevations.  More 
documents are available at http://www.fema.gov/building-science-publications.  

E.4.2 Eligible Structure Elevation Costs 
Allowable costs are costs that are necessary and reasonable for the proper and efficient 
performance and administration of the Federal award.  The following costs associated with 
structure elevation projects are generally allowable:  

♦ Engineering services for design, structural feasibility analysis, and cost estimate preparation 

♦ Surveying, soil sampling, completion of Elevation Certificate, title search, deed recordation 
fees, legal and/or permitting fees, project administration, and construction management 

♦ Disconnection of all utilities  

♦ Building of a foundation so that the lowest floor is at the BFE or higher if required by local 
ordinance or FEMA  

♦ Physical elevation of the structure and subsequent lowering and attachment of the structure 
onto a new foundation 

♦ Construction of a floor system that meets minimum building code requirements when the 
existing floor system cannot be elevated or is not appropriate for the new foundation  

♦ Reconnecting utilities and extending lines and pipes as necessary and elevating all utilities 
and service equipment  

♦ Debris disposal and erosion control 

♦ Costs for repair of lawns, landscaping, sidewalks, and driveways if damaged by elevation 
activities 
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♦ Construction of a utility room above the BFE only if there is no existing space within the 
house for this purpose or there is no alternative cost-effective way to elevate the utilities   

♦ Elevation of existing decks, porches, or stairs  

♦ Construction of new stairs, landings, and railings to access the elevated living space per 
minimum code or local ordinance 

♦ Construction of ADA-compliant access facilities or ramps when an owner or a member of the 
owner’s family has a permanent disability and a physician’s written certification.  An ADA-
compliant access to ingress/egress is allowable for funding unless specified otherwise in 
applicable State or local codes (for more information on ADA, see http://www.ada.gov).  If 
ramps are not technically feasible, a mechanical chair lift may be installed.   

♦ Documented reasonable living expenses (except food and personal transportation) that are 
incurred while the owner is displaced by the elevation construction  

♦ Abatement of asbestos and lead-based paint  

♦ Filling basements with compacted clean fill 

E.4.3 Ineligible Structure Elevation Costs 
Certain structure elevation activities and their associated costs are not eligible.  Ineligible costs 
for structure elevation include, but are not limited to, the following: 

♦ Elevating structures that were not in compliance with current NFIP standards at the time of 
construction 

♦ Costs related to building additions or auxiliary structures 

♦ Construction of new decks or porches 

♦ Any improvements for purely aesthetic reasons, unless required by the EHP compliance 
review 

♦ Costs to replace or repair utility service components that are undersized, inadequately 
designed, or unsafe, unless required by code (except utility rooms noted as eligible costs) 

♦ Exterior finish on the exposed foundation of the elevated building, unless required by EHP 
compliance review and or local code  

♦ Additional landscaping for ornamentation beyond what existed on the site prior to 
construction of the project (e.g., trees, shrubs) 
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E.4.4 Survey and Inspection Considerations 
Surveying and inspections are encouraged throughout the construction process.  Certifications of 
the surveys ensure that the work has been performed in compliance with the structure-specific 
plans and specifications, applicable codes and standards, and minimum NFIP requirements.  
Figure 1 identifies important inspection and survey considerations.  

Figure 1: Inspection and Survey Considerations 

 

E.5 Elevation Closeout 
In addition to the typical HMA closeout procedures, closeout of structural elevation projects 
generally includes: 

♦ Update of the property site information in the respective HMA system (i.e., eGrants or 
NEMIS) database for each structure 

♦ A Certificate of Occupancy for each structure in the project to certify that the structure is 
code-compliant  
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♦ A Final Elevation Certificate (FEMA Form 81-31) for each structure to ensure the structure 
has been elevated to the proper elevation 

♦ A copy of the recorded deed amendment for each property as required by Part III, E.7.1 of 
the HMA Guidance  

♦ Certification by an engineer, floodplain manager, or senior local official that the completed 
structure elevation is in compliance with local ordinances and NFIP regulations, including all 
applicable NFIP Technical Bulletins 

♦ A front, rear, and side photograph of the final elevated structure  

♦ Verification of flood insurance for each structure 
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