
 
 

 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: Deputy Zoning Administrator  

FROM: Joshua Bertain, Assistant Planner 

DATE: March 23, 2022 

RE: Weissensee Properties Use Permit  

36 Tiburon Blvd., Mill Valley, CA 

Assessor's Parcel 043-011-22 

Project ID P3443 

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide public correspondence to the Deputy Zoning 
Administrator regarding the Weissensee Properties Use Permit. This memorandum includes one 
letter from the public that was received after the staff report was prepared.  

The attached letter is from David Crouzet and Heather Crouzet who are the owners of 27 Knoll 
Lane, Mill Valley. In the letter, David and Heather Crouzet outline their concerns and potential 
recommendations related to traffic on Knoll Lane and South Knoll Road, the playground and 
privacy fencing, and the service area for the proposed child day-care facility.  

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Letter from David Crouzet and Heather Crouzet, dated March 21, 2022 



 March 21, 2022 

 Dear Mr. Berntain 

 We are writing to you in regards to the Weissensee Properties Use Permit for its new tenant the 
 Osher Marin Jewish Community Center at 36 Tiburon Blvd in Mill Valley. Please note, we have 
 already expressed our concern with the Strawberry Design Review Board (SDRB) at their 
 February 28th meeting (via Zoom) regarding this project, and let us preface with that while we 
 have no issues with a daycare/preschool at this location/site, our concerns and potential 
 recommendations include the following: 

 1) Traffic on Knoll Lane and South Knoll Road 

 As proposed, the Osher Marin Jewish Community Center  plans on accommodating a maximum 
 of 56 students in its daycare/preschool program. Per discussion, at the SDRB meeting, the 
 preschools’ plans further entail: (a) a drop-off/pick-up staggered every 15 minutes (  the potential 
 of 56 students/cars at every 15 minutes is roughly 14 students/cars per drop-off/pick-up  ); (b) 
 proposes the flow of traffic come up Knoll Lane from Reed Blvd., turn left onto South Knoll Rd., 
 and then turn left into the car queue located under the building at 36 Tiburon Blvd.; and, (c) 
 allots for an overflow of at least six cars to idle on South Knoll Road while waiting to turn left into 
 the drop-off/pick-up queue. 

 Knoll Lane and South Knoll Rd. are densely populated with apartment buildings, condos, 
 townhouses, and single family homes. Currently, both Knoll Lane and South Knoll Rd. are 
 two-way residential streets; however, when residents are parked along the street, they both 
 become one-way streets with no room for cars to pass in opposing directions. For residents, it 
 would be difficult to exit the area (in either direction) if cars are coming up the street and/or 
 waiting to turn into the queue to drop off/pick-up at the preschool, both exits will in essence be 
 blocked by the onslaught of traffic. 

 Furthermore, Knoll Lane is not a safe residential street. Knoll Lane already is subject to 
 speeding pass through traffic and is a common ‘short-cut’ for those trying to avoid the traffic light 
 on Tiburon Blvd. The simple addition of speed bumps to control traffic would be a welcomed 
 addition to the lane and would potentially cut down on the influx of speeding pass through traffic. 
 In addition, the numerous families (especially those with young children) that live on Knoll Lane 
 and the surrounding corridor have nowhere to walk safely due to the current lack of continuous 
 sidewalks and defined crosswalks. The proposal of an additional 56 cars two times per day 
 would only compound the existing safety issues of this residential street. 

 We are recommending that a study of the potential traffic/congestion and safety on Knoll Lane 
 and South Knoll Road be conducted. As presented, the current proposal does not include a 
 concise plan of how any traffic/congestion and safety issues will be addressed. Residents of the 
 area would be even more receptive of the addition to the neighborhood, if a plan can be 



 developed and clearly demonstrate a concise methodology for mitigating any additional 
 traffic/congestion and safety issues due to the potential influx of 56 cars two times per day. 

 2) Childcare/Preschool Playground Adjacent to 27 Knoll Lane 

 As discussed at the SDRB meeting, there are concerns regarding the privacy between the rear 
 of the two properties: 36 Tiburon Blvd. and 27 Knoll Lane. 

 As the owners of 27 Knoll Lane, we would like to request the build/addition of an eight foot (8ft.) 
 privacy fence versus the standard six foot (6ft.) privacy fence in order to increase privacy (as 
 well as sound and the potential stray toy) between the proposed playground build-out at 36 
 Tiburon Blvd. and the existing backyard courtyard at 27 Knoll Lane. 

 3) Childcare/Preschool Operators’ Intended Community of Service 

 During the SDRB meeting and after further review of the proposal, it is not clear if the 
 childcare/preschool operator (Osher Marin Jewish Community Center) will actually be serving 
 the immediate surrounding Strawberry community or if it solely intends on relocating existing 
 clients/families to the proposed new facility. 

 As previously mentioned, Knoll Lane and South Knoll Road are densely populated with 
 apartment buildings, condos, townhouses, and single family homes all which serve a diverse 
 socioeconomic community. 

 For this, we are recommending that the operator clarify their proposal regarding this information. 
 In addition, we would recommend that the operator consider specifically serving a percentage of 
 the immediate surrounding Strawberry community as a means to meet the needs of all families, 
 regardless of their socioeconomic status. 

 Overall and to reiterate, that while we have no issue with the potential addition of a 
 childcare/preschool to the neighborhood, we do encourage Marin County to thoroughly review 
 all the potential implications of Weissensee Properties new tenant's proposed Use Permit for 36 
 Tiburon Blvd., and its greater impact on the immediate surrounding community of Knoll Lane 
 and South Knoll Road. 

 Thank you for your consideration. 

 Regards, 

 David & Heather Crouzet 

 27 Knoll Lane 
 Mill Valley, CA 94941 




