
Bolinas Parking Restriction Proposal Summary 
 
Background:   
The Marin County Department of Public Works (DPW), the Bolinas Fire Protection 
District (BFPD) and the Sheriff’s Department have developed a parking restriction 
proposal for new parking restrictions or changes to existing parking restrictions on 
Terrace Avenue, Wharf Road and Olema Bolinas Road which improves emergency 
vehicle access. 
 
Terrace Avenue:  In the fall of 2020, several residents from lower Terrace Avenue 
requested parking restrictions.  Due to the narrowness of the roadway, concerns were 
raised regarding parking on lower Terrace Avenue impeding emergency response 
vehicles and 2-way traffic.  There was also an additional request by a Hillside Avenue 
resident to eliminate the existing parking spaces on Terrace Avenue near the Hillside 
Avenue intersection for the same reason.  Traffic problems are magnified on lower 
Terrace Avenue on weekends and during the warmer months of the year, when 
residents from other parts of the Bay Area travel to Bolinas.   
 
Terrace Avenue and Wharf Road:  The BFPD contacted DPW and made a request for 
fire lanes for 2 Bolinas streets.  This request was reviewed by the BFPD Board on 
March 25, 2021, as part the attached Bolinas parking restriction proposal.  Fire lanes 
are proposed for Terrace Avenue between Overlook Drive and Park Avenue, and for a 
1000-foot roadway segment located at the southerly end of Wharf Road, along the east 
side of the roadway, including a turnaround area.  This segment of Wharf Road is 
currently signed for no parking, except for the segment between #81 and #87 Wharf 
Road which will remain available for parking.   
 
Olema Bolinas Road:  The Sheriff’s Department made a request for additional parking 
restrictions on Olema Bolinas Road between Mesa Road and Brighton Avenue. 
Concerns were raised regarding parking impacts on the west side of the road impeding 
southbound traffic.  The west side of Olema Bolinas Road does not currently have an 
approved parking restriction, whereas the east side is signed for no parking.  After a 
field review, it was clear the west side should be signed for no parking since the 
existing shoulder area will not allow a normal vehicle to park without encroaching into 
the roadway.   
 
DPW began addressing the above requests by researching past Board of Supervisors 
(BOS) traffic resolution approvals, mapping, and comparing existing parking restriction 
approvals with existing no parking signage installed on the streets referenced above.  
Several field reviews were conducted by DPW, which included BFPD and the Sheriff’s 
Department.  BFPD and the Sheriff’s Department provided substantial input into the 
development of the attached Bolinas parking restriction proposal for Terrace Avenue, 
Wharf Road and Olema Bolinas Road.  On April 28, 2021 the BFPD Board approved 
the Bolinas parking restriction proposal, and their support letter is attached.   
 
 



Public Outreach and Proposal Support: 
Approximately 35 notices were mailed to properties located in the vicinity of the 
proposed parking restriction on lower Terrace Avenue.  7 property owners responded.  
5 supported the proposed parking restriction, with 3 of 5 supporting keeping some on-
street parking.  2 property owners did not support the proposed parking restriction 
because they do not have off-street parking.  BPFD and the Sherriff’s Department met 
in the field with DPW to address the above parking needs.  The parking restriction 
proposal was revised to keep 2 to 3 parking spaces on Terrace Avenue near the Hillside 
Avenue intersection and 2 parking spaces in front of #18 Terrace Avenue.  BFPD 
requested a minimum roadway clearance of 15 feet for emergency response vehicles, 
which can be maintained at both locations.  Striping will be used to delineate the 
available parking spaces on Terrace Avenue.      
 
8 notices were mailed to properties located in the vicinity of the proposed parking 
restriction on Olema Bolinas Road.  2 responses were received, 1 supported the 
proposed parking restriction, the other was neutral.  No notices were mailed to Wharf 
Road properties and to mid/upper Terrace Avenue properties since the proposed 
changes to a fire lane do not change the limits of the existing no parking restrictions 
along each of the roadway segments. 
 
Parking Restrictions: 
In general, the proposed parking restrictions do not eliminate parking spaces beyond 
what is required for the safety of the road using current design standards.  The following 
summarizes the parking restriction changes/additions included in the attached Bolinas 
parking restriction proposal: 
 

• A fire lane is proposed on Terrace Avenue between Overlook Drive and Park 
Avenue.  The fire lane should be more effective than the existing no parking 
restriction.  It carries a higher fine. 

o The existing no parking zone on mid/upper Terrace Avenue will change to 
a proposed fire lane parking restriction. The existing parking in front of 
#104 Terrace Avenue will remain in place. 

o A fire lane parking restriction is proposed for lower Terrace Avenue.  2 to 3 
parking spaces on Terrace Avenue near the Hillside Avenue intersection 
and 2 parking spaces in front of #18 Terrace Avenue will remain in place.    

• A change from the existing no parking restriction to a fire lane parking restriction 
is proposed for a 1000-foot roadway segment located at the southerly end of 
Wharf Road, along the east side of the roadway, including a turnaround area. 

• A no parking restriction is proposed along the west side of Olema Bolinas Road, 
between Mesa Road and the Lumber Yard.  The approximate length of the 
proposed no parking restriction is 1100 feet. 

• The existing no parking restriction on the east side of Olema Bolinas Road will be 
reduced at the southerly end to provide 2 additional parking spaces.  The 2 
spaces are located at the Brighton Avenue intersection. 
 

Note DPW plans to incorporate existing parking restrictions which remain unchanged 



for these streets into one comprehensive traffic resolution.   
 
Future Action: 
The next step is to present the proposal to the community at the May Bolinas 
Community Public Utilities District meeting.  Assuming the community supports the 
proposal, it is anticipated the BOS will meet in the summer to review the proposal which 
if approved will: 
 

• Rescind the existing no parking restriction traffic resolutions previously approved 
by the BOS for Terrace Avenue, Wharf Road and Olema Bolinas Road as part of 
this effort.  

 
• Establish the proposed parking restrictions as one comprehensive traffic 

resolution restricting parking for the 3 Bolinas streets.   


