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Temporary Use Permit Application - Bay Area Ranchers’ Cooperative, Inc. 
Property owner: Michael & Christine Maloney, 1995 Gericke Road, Petaluma, CA 94952 
 
 
Project Description: 
 
We are applying for a Temporary Use Permit (TUP) to operate a mobile slaughter unit at the identified property 
for two additional days per week beyond the three which are principally permitted by Marin County Code 
22.32.162 Slaughter Facilities, Mobile.  These additional two days per week will mean a total of 20-23 
operating days per month (with the exception of holidays).  According to 22.32.162, the additional 8-11 days 
per month necessitate authorization via Temporary Use Permit.   
 
We are requesting a 5 year TUP in the interest of building up our new business venture to the point that we 
can become sustainable enough to establish a second site in accordance with the intent of the Mobile 
Slaughter Unit provisions. Although the mobile slaughter unit represents a significant and necessary addition to 
the agricultural infrastructure supporting the viability of Marin ranches, it is a notoriously difficult and low-
margin endeavor.  The cost of establishing an operating site that can satisfy the requirements of the USDA is a 
significant and expensive endeavor beyond what the cooperative can support at startup.  This temporary use 
permit will give us the time to build up the track record and necessary capital to overcome this hurdle. 
 
The impact of operating the unit for two additional days per week beyond the three which are already 
principally permitted is minimal, as we have laid this out in the attached application. The additional impact is 
largely limited to the number of trucks and stock trailers coming and going on the additional two days. It should 
be noted that this impact is actually mitigated by the fact that the actual Mobile Slaughter Trailer (a semi-type 
truck and 36’ Trailer) will remain stationary during the duration of the temporary use permit with only smaller 
vehicles coming to the site (pickups and stock trailers) to deliver animals. Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Operational Characteristics: 
 
The Maloney Ranch at 100-030-12 is home to a long-standing ranching operation where five generations have 
raised livestock as part of the local agricultural economy.  They currently raise sheep, hogs, poultry, rabbits 
and cattle from which they sell meat and eggs throughout the Bay Area.   
 
The 135-acre ranch is currently devoted entirely to grazing livestock.  There is a small sheep shelter on the 
northern edge and the Maloneys are in process of permitting a livestock handling structure which can also 
provide shelter for the mobile unit when on site.  The topography of the property is rolling hills, carpeted in 
perennial grasses.  There are a few small stands of trees – primarily eucalyptus and cyprus – the closest of 
which is more than 250 feet away from where the mobile unit will operate.  There is a small livestock pond 470 
feet from the operating site. 
 
The parcel is bordered by four other properties, two of which are also owned by the Maloneys, including the 
parcel closest to the operating site, 027-170-002, in Sonoma County.  This parcel is the home of Michael and 
Christine Maloney, the owners of 100-030-12, and their residence is more than 900 feet and over a rise from 
where the mobile unit will operate.  The closest residence not owned by the Maloneys is nearly 1800 feet away 
with no line of sight to the operating site. 
 
In May, the Maloneys will begin hosting a USDA-inspected mobile slaughter unit, operated by the Bay Area 
Ranchers Cooperative (BAR-C), for processing of their and other ranchers’ livestock.  The mobile unit 
represents a milestone for California agriculture and a long-awaited solution to the problem faced by ranchers 
throughout the region who have been forced to haul animals hundreds of miles for the processing that yields 
products they can then sell back in their local communities.  This fledgling enterprise will build slowly and 
surely to the point that it can operate from two sites, each equipped according to USDA specifications.  During 
this period, until they have the financial stability to establish their second site, BAR-C hopes to operate five 
days per week at the Maloney ranch.  This increase from the principally permitted three consecutive days to 
five per week represents only a modest increase in the impact on the land: 
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A. The maximum daily number of staff on site at one time (5.5 FTE per day) doesn't change.  There will be 
the same number on site during the two additional days per week. 

B. This TUP would add 16 hours of operation per week.  
C. Peak hours of operation (6am-3:30pm) would remain the same for the additional two days as they are 

for the principally permitted three consecutive days of operation.  
D. No special events will occur during the proposed two additional days of operation per week. 
E. We expect, on average, four deliveries per day of animals to the site via stock trailer, and one trip per 

day of outgoing deliveries via refrigerated truck.  
F. No additional noise levels beyond those associated with the three principally permitted consecutive 

days.  All noises associated with the mobile slaughter unit are consistent with typical agricultural 
operations, including the sounds of animals, periodic tractor or truck noise and refrigeration units for 
stored products.  Please see Table 1. Associated Sounds below and attached supporting 
documentation. 

G. Given the remote location of the Maloney Ranch and the fact that pickup and trailer traffic in service to 
nearby agricultural operations is typical of the area, the path of travel will not be significantly impacted 
by two additional days beyond the principally permitted three consecutive days.  

Table 1. Associated sounds

Sounds Purpose Analog Approx. dBA Runtime
Captive bolt stunner Stun animal .22 handgun 1671 15 25x per day
Pressure washer (electric) Wash down work areas (same) 782 3x 15min per day
Forklift Load offal for removal (same) 853 3x 10min per day
Cooling unit Chill carcasses (same) 694 cycling on and off, 24/7

Materials, Colors & Details:

See attached images of mobile slaughter unit as well as cut sheets for captive bolt stunner, pressure washer, forklift,
and cooling unit.

Other attachments:

Planning Permit Application Form
2021 0412 corral
2021 0408 M C2a (2)
2021 0412 location
3727 Friesla Maloney 1 19 21
Mobile Harvest Unit_EXTERIOR
Cutsheets:

 Accles & Shelvoke cutsheet, “CASH Special Captive Bolt Stunner”
 Heatcraft, “Air Cooled Condensing Units”
 Toyota, “Core IC Cushion”
 Hotsy, “Model 555SS”

1 American Suppressor Association, Fact over Fiction, https://americansuppressorassociation.com/wp content/uploads/2019/10/noise therm pdf 1.jpg
2 Consumer Reports, Pros and Cons of Gas and Electric Pressure Washers, https://www.consumerreports.org/cro/news/2015/05/pros and cons of gas
and electric pressure washers/index.htm#:~:text=All%20the%20gas%20pressure%20washers,doing%20so%20stops%20the%20motor

3 NoiseTesting.info,Warehouse & Forklift Workplace Noise Levels, http://www.noisetesting.info/blog/warehouse forklift workplace noise levels
4 See attached cutsheet, Heatcraft, “Air Cooled Condensing Units”


