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February 3, 2020 

Mr. Cliff Clark 
141 Crest Road 
Novato, CA 94945 

Sight Distance Evaluation for 59 Bridge Road 

Dear Mr. Clark; 

As requested, W-Trans has performed a site visit and prepared a sight distance analysis for 59 Bridge Road in the 
County of Marin. The purpose of this letter is to address adequacy of sight distance at a proposed driveway on 
Harbor Drive.  

Existing Conditions 

The study area consists of Harbor Drive, which generally runs loops under SR-37 approximately 400 feet west of 
the location of the proposed driveway.  It is noted that while the project site’s address is on Bridge Road, it has 
frontage on Harbor Drive that would allow a connection with the proposed new driveway.   

Proposed Project 

The proposed driveway would be located west of the Black Point Boat Launch on Harbor Drive, which is on the 
outside of the approximately 350-degree turn under SR-37.  In the project vicinity, Harbor Drive is approximately 
20 feet wide with ten-foot travel lanes in each direction.  There is a large dirt shoulder along the southeast side of 
Harbor Drive which is often used for truck and trailer parking for the Black Point Boat Launch. The road has a 
posted speed limit of 35 miles per hour (mph). 

Sight Distance 

Sight distances along Harbor Drive at the proposed project driveway location were evaluated based on sight 
distance criteria contained in the Caltrans Highway Design Manual.  For the posted speed limit of 35 mph, a 
stopping sight distance of 250 feet is recommended.  Based on a review of field conditions, at a 10-foot setback 
from the edge of traveled way, sight lines at the proposed driveway extend 255 feet east towards the critical 
westbound approach and more than 300 feet to the west.  Given that vehicles approaching the driveway from the 
east would be coming out of a tight left turn, it is reasonable to expect that their speeds would be less than 35 mph.  
A spot speed survey was conducted to determine the actual approach speeds of vehicles traveling westbound on 
Harbor Drove just east of the project driveway.  The survey indicated an 85th percentile approach speed of 31 mph.  
Based on a speed of 30 mph, the minimum stopping sight distance needed is 200 feet.  Therefore, the available 
sight distance of 255 feet is more than adequate for the actual approach speeds and also meets the minimum 
recommended distance for the posted speed limit.   

To ensure continued adequate sight lines any signing or landscaping installed near the driveway should be either 
low-lying or placed outside the vision triangle. 

Conclusions and Recommendation 

 Drivers approach the driveway location from the east are traveling at speeds lower than the posted 35-mph 
speed as they exit the U-curve under SR-37.  
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