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DILLON BEACH VILLAGE FEASIBILITY STUDY  
PROTECTING PUBLIC HEALTH AND THE 

ENVIRONMENT 

Background 

The Marin County Environmental Health Services (EHS) endeavor to protect 
environmental health, public health and the well-being of all residents, workers, and 
visitors by preventing injury and the spread of disease.  We are involved in the Dillon 
Beach Feasibility Study Project because we work to promote sound environmental 
health practices through education and the enforcement of public health statutes and 
regulations. 
 
This is an update on the Dillon Beach Village Feasibility Project. To recap, we held a 
series of meetings in 2018 and 2019. During that time, residents and property owners 
answered a survey about their key issues and concerns related to water and 
wastewater.  

At the final meeting, there was unanimous support to proceed with a grant request to 
conduct a feasibility study of alternatives for a community wastewater (w/w) system. 
This is a no commitment step to gather information so that the community can make 
an informed decision on how to best address concerns with on-septic systems. 

The Feasibility Study 

In the first phase of the project, we identified the status of available resources, 
existing problems, and created a narrative on water resources needs and assets for 
the community. In the second phase of the project, we are conducting a feasibility 
study of alternatives for a community wastewater system. 

 A feasibility study could include the following tasks: 

I. Background and study area characteristics – this first task will cover the 
compilation, review, and organization of all relevant background information 
on the project area conditions, prior studies, and regulatory requirements 
related to use of Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems (OWTS) 
 

II. Problem Assessment – the purpose of this task is to provide an assessment 
of the nature and extent of operational and environmental problems 
associated with the current onsite wastewater systems in Dillon Beach 
Village.  

The objectives in this step are (i) evaluating the functioning 
problems, conditions, and constraints for continued use and/or upgrade of 
existing septic issues; and (ii) analyzing the impacts on groundwater, 
including problems associated with overt surface failures as well as 
cumulative watershed effects due to the large number and high 
concentration of wastewater discharges 

 
III. Based on the results of task (1) and task (2), the potential service area 

boundaries for a community wastewater project will be developed in 
collaboration with the community, the county, and Regional Water Board 
staff members 
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IV. Formulate wastewater alternatives – a preliminary list of options, applicable regulatory requirements, and other 
alternatives will be compiled and will be reviewed with the community before finalizing the list of options to be 
examined.  

A broad range of conventional and alternative wastewater technologies will be considered, as applicable, 
within each alternative. For example. Innovation onsite technologies, annexation to the existing facilities, cluster 
and community wastewater treatment etc. 

 
V. Development and Analysis of Alternatives – under this task an analysis and comparative review of the various 

alternatives will be completed for the purpose of identifying the apparent best wastewater management plan for the 
community 
 

VI. Public outreach – the task covers the public involvement and education activities for the project, including 
community meetings, and process-related information  
 
 

VII. Project report – the last task incorporates the preparation of a project report as mentioned in Tasks I through Tasks 
VI 

 

After the feasibility study, the community would 
decide if they wished to pursue any of the 
alternatives, including no project. In the next few 
weeks, we will start a feasibility study in the Village.  
 
Please let me know if you would like to be on a 
technical advisory committee to help guide the 
technical team. I will be happy to answer your 
questions. 
 
 
 
 
For any questions, please contact: 
Arti Kundu, PhD 
akundu@marincounty.org 
Tel: 415.473.7146 

Conclusion 
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