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As we begin a new year together, I want to express my deep gratitude for your commitment 

and dedication to our community. It is a pleasure to serve such an engaged and active constitu-

ency. Despite the challenging economic times we have been facing, together we accomplished a 

lot last year. To name just a few: 

 Completion of the Novato Narrows southbound carpool lane from Novato Creek to the 

Highway 37 interchange and completion of the northbound carpool lane from the High-

way 37 interchange to Atherton Avenue. 

 Successful passage of Measure A, a quarter cent sales tax for nine years, that will generate 

approximately $10 million dollars to fund parks, open space and farmland preservation.  

 Began construction of SMART’s Initial Operating Segment. So far, 12.1 miles of new track 

has been built (from Sebastopol Avenue in Santa Rosa to Ely Road in Petaluma), 22 grade 

crossings were rebuilt, three grade crossings were rehabilitated, four bridge repairs were 

completed, and two bridge replacements were completed – providing great progress in 

getting the train rolling, as well as many good, local jobs. 

 Created a Regulatory Improvements Advisory Committee to identify ways to improve the 

County’s regulatory review, permit and inspection processes - with the goals of adding 

efficiency, clarity for applicants and watchdogs, and reducing costs. 

Looking ahead for 2013, the County will continue to address our budget shortfalls. Marin is 

fortunate that we have acted prudently these past years, and are not in the dire circumstances 

some counties find themselves in. We have the highest bond rating of any county in California, 

and have taken significant steps to reduce our budget gap, decrease retiree healthcare costs and 

address pension reform while maintaining and improving vital services.  

Continued on Page 2 

Happy New Year! 

New Telephone Emergency Notification System  

The Marin County Sheriff’s Office of Emergency Services has launched a new important up-

date of the Telephone Emergency Notification System (TENS).  

Starting on January 26, Alert Marin Day, if you live, work or go to school in Marin County and 

are at least 18 years of age, you may now register your cell phone or VoIP (voice over internet 

protocol) phone to receive emergency alerts sent by call, text, or email from the County of 

Marin. 

TENS is a high-speed communications system that can quickly notify members of the public 

by phone of critical emergency information in situations where property or human life is in 

danger. Emergency situations may include: flooding, wildfires, and subsequent evacuations; 

public safety incidents including crimes that affect your neighborhood; and post-disaster infor-

mation about shelters, transportation, or supplies. 

Listed and unlisted/blocked Marin County landline phone numbers are already included in the 

emergency notification system. Cell phone and VoIP numbers are not included and require 

your registration in our Self-Registration Portal at: www.alertmarin.org. 
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I am committed to continuing our efforts for additional pension reform at the County. The County is exploring an employee 

option hybrid defined benefit/defined contribution plan to share market risk and address newer generation interest in the port-

ability of retirement benefits. 

The Board has also adopted a 5-year policy to direct PEPRA savings associated with the new benefit tiers and benefit cap to be 

dedicated toward paying down the County’s unfunded liability. It is estimated that this policy will contribute approximately $3 

million to our unfunded liability over the next five years. I am proud of the successful steps the County has taken thus far to 

control our pension costs, and I am looking forward to continuing these efforts in the coming year. 

A new top priority of mine this year is education. Even though the County does not have direct control over schools, there are 

ways we can help. I believe my colleagues would be supportive of adding a 4th E, Education, to the 3 E’s often referred to and 

outlined in the Countywide General Plan (Environment, Economy and Social Equity).  

I will be asking the Board of Supervisors to add an item to our 2013 State & Federal Legislative Plan - supporting efforts to 

expand preschool programs to reach every California child. Studies show over and over again, that school readiness is essential 

to a child’s success in kindergarten and beyond. I am hopeful that our new Assemblymember, Marc Levine, will support this 

effort as education is one of his top priorities, and he is a great supporter of Marin schools. 

In addition to the above-mentioned items, I look forward to continued efforts to reopen the Novato Theater. As many of you 

know, I have been working hard on this effort for the past couple of years. This theater will be the magnet that our business 

district needs to truly fulfill its potential — drawing people downtown at night and on weekends, providing the impetus for 

retail to open in the evenings and on Sundays. Another retail business at that location just won’t do the job; the Theater is the 

key.  

The Novato Theater Board and a crew of dedicated volunteers continue to work hard to bring the dream to life. A recently 

commissioned structural and engineering report indicated the building is seismically sound and needs only minor shearing. The 

Board is working with a local architect and construction firm to finalize the plans and design, and provide more detailed cost 

estimates.   

In 2013 let us resolve to work together towards our common goals of making Marin County and Novato a better place for all 

our residents.  

As always if you have concerns, please call or e-mail me. I will also continue to look for ways that I and all of us can give back 

and enrich our community.  

I wish you all a Healthy and Happy New Year. 

Happy New Year (continued from page 1) 
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The County is excited to announce that the ever-popular Deer 

Island Open Space Preserve in Novato will be growing by 19 

acres. In 2002, Marin Audubon purchased property adjacent to 

the Deer Island Open Space Preserve with funds from the State 

Coastal Conservancy. After acquiring the property, Marin Audu-

bon completed a wetland restoration project on the property. 

They conveyed the property to the Marin County Parks and 

Open Space District in December for one dollar.  

The 19-acre parcel is at the corner of Olive Avenue and Ather-

ton Avenue and is predominately restored wetland habitat asso-

ciated with Simmons Slough, a tributary to Novato Creek.  

 

Deer Island Preserve is Growing! 
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Novato’s Inspirational Youth 

This years’ 20th Annual Heart of Marin Awards was a huge success. Organized by the Center for Volunteer and Nonprofit Lead-

ership (CVNL), the event celebrates and honors local nonprofits and their volunteers. I want to congratulate all the winners of 

this year’s event, but in particular, I want to highlight two Novato students who won Youth Volunteer of the Year Awards and 

are truly an inspiration: Ana Camara Flores and Orlando Zepeda. I want to share with you their stories (provided by CVNL).  

Orlando Zepeda, Senior, Marin Oaks High School, Marin Oaks Leadership 

Marin Oaks is a continuation school. It provides a small learning environment that fosters a collaborative culture, focusing on 

credit recovery and academics to build the bridge to post secondary education. Many students are enrolled because they require a 

smaller learning environment to succeed academically, and many have homes with one or no parents and their lives are fre-

quently marked with inconsistency and instability.  

Orlando recognized that the student body needed to feel that their alternative setting should not deprive them of the specialness 

enjoyed by students attending traditional high schools. As a senior, he wanted his class to feel the spirit of unity that creates life-

time memories as they graduate together. Orlando initiated, designed, arranged for printing, and sold a senior class t-shirt. He 

and his classmates now proudly wear their shirts and enjoy that spirit of unity and sense of belonging. 

Orlando is the leader in the Leadership Class and is always the principal organizer of school-wide fundraisers and events. He is 

the editor of the yearbook, the student member of the site leadership team, and the student representative to the Novato Unified 

School District Board of Trustees. During the summer Orlando provides orientation to new incoming students, is an academic 

tutor for his classmates, and mentors a 4th grade student.  

Orlando has poured his heart and soul into Marin Oaks and his contribution will be felt for many years after he has graduated. 

Ana Camara Flores, Senior, San Marin High School, Teen Project Services 

Teen Project Services is a vibrant community service organization based in Novato that started at San Marin High School as a 

club. It is designed for high school students to volunteer and provide free childcare for school and non-profit parent meetings - 

allowing parents who cannot afford childcare to be involved in school activities. Ana is the founder, main organizer, and the mo-

bilizer of the club and the 45 volunteer high school students. 

What Ana and the volunteers provide is crucial. With many volunteer events per month, Ana ensures a group of volunteers at 

each meeting. In addition to managing this project, Ana is also a student representative to Novato Blue Ribbon, a member of the 

English Learners Advisory Committee and is involved in 11 clubs and organizations in Marin. 

Ana’s dedication is remarkable.  After moving around from school to school (3 during her sophomore year), with stays in home-

less shelters after her family endured the hardship of domestic abuse, she found a welcoming community at San Marin 

High. This along with her participation in 10,000 Degrees inspired her to give back to her community. Teen Service Project is 

her way of giving back to a community that took her in.  

Ana volunteers to help families like her own and parents like her mom. She volunteers to make life easier for families that strug-

gle. She volunteers to instill positive change in her community.    

 

 

LEARN ABOUT  

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES! 

 

CONTACT CVNL TODAY 

(415) 479-5710 

 



District 5 County Connection Newsletter  

Page 4 

Support the Novato Theater—Join me on February 24! 
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Each January, I award a “Look Who’s Getting It Done” 

Award to someone in the 5th District who has been instru-

mental in accomplishing something which benefits our 

community. Since 2007 we have seen some exceptional 

recipients and this year is no different. 

The 2012 “Look Who’s Getting It Done” Award goes to 

Novato’s own Mary Jane Burke. Serving since 1994 as the 

Marin County Superintendent of Schools, Mary Jane has 

dedicated her career to our children and the public school 

system. Prior to being Marin County’s Superintendent of 

Schools, she worked as a teacher and administrator with the 

Marin County Office of Education for 20 years. 

Earlier this year, Mary Jane took the Marin IJ’s offer of free 

advertising to support all the public school students in 

Marin and expanded it into a county-wide organization 

called SchoolsRule-Marin: a coalition of over 20 public 

school foundations working in partnership with the Marin 

County Office of Education to benefit every public school 

student in Marin. Every child receives an equal share of 

funding across the board throughout the County. The funds 

are distributed to the school foundations, and if no founda-

tion exists, the funds go directly to the school district.   

Mary Jane points out that schools throughout the State have 

lost $55 million over the last two years in State budget cuts 

and that whether one has children or not, every aspect of 

life in Marin improves when our public schools do their 

job. She also notes there is a disparity in the amount of 

funds raised by school foundations in Marin. Some founda-

tions, located in the more affluent areas in our county, are 

able to raise considerable funds to support their schools. In 

other areas, including San Rafael and Novato, there is 

 

LOOK WHO’S GETTING IT DONE AWARD 
 

In 2007 I started the annual LOOK WHO'S GETTING IT 

DONE AWARD. I make this award every year in Janu-

ary. 

The award recognizes someone in the 5th District who 

“got something done” for our community. The winner is 

featured in my County Connection article in the Novato 

Advance, in my newsletter,  and on my County web-

page.  

If you would like to nominate someone for the 2013 

Look Who’s Getting it Done award, please contact my 

aide Tanya Albert at: TAlbert@marincounty.org.  

greater economic diversity resulting in lower funding levels 

even with the incredibly great work done by our own 

Novato School Fuel, the Novato Foundation for Public 

Education.  

In 2012, SchoolsRule-Marin raised $220,000 which has been 

distributed to schools in Marin on a per capita basis. In 

Novato, a $50,768.18 grant was awarded to Novato School 

Fuel.  

What makes this program so unique is the unprecedented 

step to work together as one in raising funds for all students 

in public schools throughout the County. This is the first 

cross-county organization to collaborate with every district 

in Marin to improve education for all students. In addition 

to raising much needed funding, SchoolsRule-Marin engages 

the community to learn about our schools, the issues they 

face, and coordinates volunteer efforts - making this a tre-

mendous program all around. 

Mary Jane Burke is also leading the efforts of the Marin 

County Fair to partner with the Marin County Office of 

Education, in creating the “Schools Rule” theme in 2013 - to 

celebrate and showcase students, teachers and Marin’s edu-

cation community. 

Congratulations Madam Superintendent. You continue to 

“Get It Done” for Marin schools and I applaud your efforts 

and successes.  

For more information or to make a donation to SchoolsRule

-Marin, visit: www.schoolsrule.org - and for Novato’s School 

Fuel, visit: www.nfpe.org. 

2012 Look Who’s Getting It Done Award Goes to… Mary Jane Burke!  

mailto:talbert@co.marin.ca.us
http://www.schoolsrule.org
http://www.nfpe.org


 
The Winter newsletter from County Parks & Open Space is now available— and is chock full of 

FREE activities to take full advantage of Marin’s natural wonders during the season. Learn about the 

projects we're working on as well as the free programs we offer including Community Volunteer Days, 

Naturalist Outings, and Ranger Events. You’re sure to discover something for you and your family to 

enjoy. Visit: www.maringov.org/Depts/PK/Main/Newsletter.aspx 

 
 

 

 

District 5 County Connection Newsletter  

On October 2, 2012 the Marin County Board of Supervisors adopted a resolution 

celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the official dedication of the administration 

building at the Civic Center campus master planned by Frank Lloyd Wright, and 

proclaiming the next 12 months as a celebration of the Civic Center's past heritage 

and present uses, and honoring the Frank Lloyd Wright Civic Center Conservancy 

for their stewardship of his legacy. Over the course of the year, a series of events, 

displays and activities will be held to commemorate the 50th Anniversary. 

On January 17th there was an event at the Civic Center Post Office where a special 

commemorative pictorial postmark was debuted. Post office customers can have 

letters stamped with this special postmark through October 13, 2013. As part of 

this ceremony, a large commemorative banner, originally created for the 1990 “In 

the Realm of Ideas” exhibit, has been hung in the administrative building above 

Frank Lloyd Wright’s original model of the Civic Center. 

Visit www.marinciviccenter50th.org for more information about the history of the Civic Center and updates about upcoming 

50th Anniversary events! 
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You have likely heard that Carolyn Glendening, who had been with my of-

fice for almost five years, accepted a position last summer at SMART as a 

program manager for community education. 

I am delighted to now have Leslie Weber as a valuable addition to my team. I 

met Leslie when she was district chief of staff for Kerry Mazzoni when 

Kerry served in the state Assembly. Leslie lives in Novato, is married to 

Chris Weber and is the mother of Sam and Claire Weber.  

Still with me is Tanya Albert, who has been with my office since I was sworn 

into office six years ago. She lives with her husband, Andrew Albert, in 

Novato.  

Together, Leslie and Tanya bring a wealth of knowledge about community 

issues, how to navigate through County government, as well as a keen under-

standing of serving constituents. They are here to help you—please don’t 

hesitate to contact them! 

My Aides Are Here to Help You!  

 News  Naturalist-led Family Walks 

 Volunteer Opportunities  Ranger Events 

 Naturalist-led Walks  Dog-friendly Hikes 

Parks Winter News and Events  

 

FREE TEETH CLEANING &     

FLUORIDE TREATMENTS  

FOR CHILDREN AGES 4-14 
 

February 2, 2013  

9am-noon (no appt. needed) 

Marin Community Clinic 

6090 Redwood Blvd., Suite D, Novato 
  

Event Sponsored by Marin County Depart-

ment of Health & Human 

Services and the Marin Com-

munity Clinic. For more  

information, call 473-4340. 

 

COMMEMORATIVE POSTMARK 

DESIGNED BY TIM SAKACH  

Civic Center Celebrates 50 Years  

http://www.marincountyparks.org/Depts/PK/Programs/Volunteer/Community-Volunteer-Days
http://www.marincountyparks.org/Depts/PK/Programs/Naturalist
http://www.marincountyparks.org/Depts/PK/Programs/Ranger-Events
http://www.maringov.org/Depts/PK/Main/Newsletter.aspx
http://www.marincounty.org/depts/bs/boards-and-commissions/search-boards-and-commissions?bzy44a=http://egovwebprd.marincounty.org/depts/bs/Members/mcbds/Brdpage_s.cfm?BrdId=13
http://www.marinciviccenter50th.org
http://www.maringov.org/Depts/PK.aspx


Upcoming Meetings 

Jan 8—Board of Supervisors Meeting 

Jan 15—Board of Supervisors Meeting 

Jan 16—1:30pm, SMART Board Meeting 

Jan 21—County Holiday (offices closed) 

Jan 24—7pm, Transportation Authority of 

Marin Meeting 

Jan 29—Board of Supervisors Meeting 

Feb 4 —10am, Transit District Meeting 

Feb 5—Board of Supervisors Meeting 

Feb 12—Board of Supervisors Meeting 

Feb 18—County Holiday (offices closed) 

Feb 20—1:30pm, SMART Board Meeting 

Feb 26—Board of Supervisors Meeting 

July 28—7pm, Transportation Authority of 

Marin Meeting 

 

 

All Board of Supervisors, Transit District, and TAM Meetings are open 

to the public and are held in the BOS Chambers in the Marin Civic Cen-

ter at 3501 Civic Center Drive, Suite 329. 

SMART Board meetings are located on the First Floor at the SMART 

offices in Petaluma at 5401 Old Redwood Highway, Petaluma. 

Start times for BOS meetings can vary. For start times and agenda 

packet materials for upcoming as well as minutes of prior meetings:  

Go to the County of Marin website at www.marincounty.org. In the 

“Board of Supervisors” section, click “Search or Watch Meetings” 

BOS meetings are also webcast live.  To watch a meeting live or to 

replay at a later date: 

Go to the County of Marin website at www.marincounty.org. In the 

“Board of Supervisors” section, click “Search or Watch Meetings” 
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If you are a person with a disability and require this document in an alternate format (example: Braille, Large Print, Audiotape, 

CD-ROM), you may request an alternate format by calling or emailing to the contact information listed above, or  CRS dial 711.  

3501 Civic Center Drive 

Suite 329 

San Rafael, CA 94903 

415.473.7331 

www.marincounty.org 

 

District 5 Supervisor Aides: 

 

Tanya Albert 

talbert@marincounty.org 

415.473.7371 

 

Leslie Weber 

lweber@marincounty.org 

415.473.7395 

Please consider the 
environment before 

printing this document 

 

Judy Arnold, Marin County Supervisor 
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Was this newsletter forwarded to you? 

You can receive future versions of the 
District 5 e-newsletter automatically!  

Just visit:  

www.co.marin.ca.us/depts/BS/main/

sups/sdistr5/index.cfm 

And click “Subscribe to this page”. 
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