Summer 2017
Dear Friends,
I appreciate hearing from you, and learning what is
happening in your neighborhoods. Each day I strive
to represent your interests on the County level.
For regular updates on how we are working for you
please like my oﬃcial County Facebook page by
clicking here: www.facebook.com/SupConnolly

Topics Addressed Below:
 Silveira Ranch
 Homelessness Update
 Transportation
 Climate Action Plan
 Sea Level Rise Litigation
 McInnis Marsh Restoration

Silveira Ranch
Se lement with the Silveiras Resolves Legal Uncertainty and Advances Conserva on
The below appeared as a “Marin Voice” column in the 7/2/16 issue of the Marin IJ

By Damon Connolly & Don Dickenson
Marin County recently se led with the Silveira family concerning their 340 acre ranch alongside Highway
101. This iconic parcel physically separates Novato and San Rafael with a scenic mix of grasslands, valley
oaks, and deland habitats associated with the Miller Creek estuary.
The se lement prohibits development of the ranch for at least the next ten years ‐ and it could pave the
way for permanent preserva on. We thank the Silveira family for their willingness to achieve a result
that will benefit the en re community.
The se lement ends the risk of li ga on against the County related to the 2007 Countywide Plan. A his‐
tory lesson on the land is necessary here for context. In 1967 the Silveira family entered into a William‐
son Act contract with the County, meaning the land was limited to agricultural use and would be taxed at
a lower rate.
Con nued on the next page
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Silveira Ranch
Con nued from previous page

The 1973 Marin Countywide Plan eﬀec vely designated the Silveira lands to be considered for urban devel‐
opment upon their annexa on to the City of San Rafael. Due to this new designa on, the property wasn’t
renewed for its Williamson Act contract, and it resulted in a significant tax increase for the Silveira family.
Contempla ng eventual annexa on, the City of San Rafael amended its General Plan to designate the Silvei‐
ra and St. Vincent’s proper es as “mixed use” allowing for 2,100 homes, 100,000 square feet of commercial
space, and 261,000 square feet of oﬃce space. This designa on dras cally upped the value of the lands,
and further increased its tax burden.
In 2003 the City Council of San Rafael changed its outlook regarding development of the St. Vincent’s and
Silveira proper es and decided not to annex the Silveira ranch, eﬀec vely abandoning its plans for urban
development on the proper es. Subsequently, planning responsibility for them returned to the County and
the 2007 Countywide Plan reduced the development poten al of both proper es to a maximum of 221
homes. This decreased the value of the lands – and was the basis of a possible legal challenge by the Silvei‐
ra family.
The County weighed the cost of prolonged li ga on, the community’s interest in protec ng the land from
development, and the myriad of issues stemming from the reali es of aﬃxing a price tag on poten ally per‐
manent protec on from development.
In exchange for a full release and Williamson Act protec on, the County will pay approximately $2.6 million
in unpaid property taxes and related penal es and interest in the se lement.
The se lement removes the final legal threat to the inclusion of these proper es in the Baylands Corridor
and the strong environmental and resource protec on policies contained in the Countywide Plan.
The se lement puts the land back into the Williamson Act for a minimum of ten years. The ten‐year term of
the Williamson Act contract automa cally renews each year unless either the property owner or the County
gives no ce of non‐renewal.
This is all great news, but our work is not done. The authors’ objec ve is to work with the Silveira family
and the community to permanently protect the treasured Silveira ranch, either through acquisi on or a con‐
serva on easement. This would preserve the open countryside and safeguard the agricultural and cultural
legacies that exist in the area for future genera ons.
Addi onally, part of the land is within the 100‐year flood plain and provides us with an opportunity to adapt
to sea level rise. These historic delands and diked baylands could provide important natural steps toward
sea level rise resilience and habitat restora on, along with connec ng the Bay Trail between Hamilton and
the Las Gallinas Sanitary District wastewater ponds, and even possibly with the Marinwood trails to the
west. It’s exci ng to be star ng a new chapter in the County’s long tradi on of land preserva on.
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Homelessness Update
Focusing on the Chronic Homelessness
We con nue to see progress in our eﬀorts to tackle homelessness. The County and service providers are coa‐
lescing around a Housing First approach to address chronic homelessness ‐ the most vulnerable living on our
streets. This popula on represents fewer than 20% of those who are homeless, yet creates 80% of the impacts
to the community, including ambulance service to the emergency room, fire and police response, and transfer
to county jail. Without interven on, the “revolving door” cycle con nues at high cost to the community as
well as the person.
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) requires a Point‐in‐Time Count every other
year of those who are homeless. That count was conducted in January of this year. The results confirmed
what we expected to see; that while the numbers of people who are homeless have gone down in the past
two years, from 1,309 to 1,117, the number of chronic homeless, people who have been homeless for longer
than a year or who have experienced 4 or more episodes of homelessness within the past 3 years, has in‐
creased from 263 to 329.
The longer one lives without shelter, the more vulnerable one becomes, due to declining health, mental insta‐
bility, and o en abuse of alcohol and drugs. Many of the people who are chronically homeless will remain on
the street un l they die from untreated physical condi ons and mental illness, violence and/or overdose. It is
not unusual for people in this category to suﬀer from long term brain injury or developmental disabili es from
early and repeated trauma.
A standardized assessment tool is used to evaluate a person’s physical and mental vulnerability when he or
she is going through intake for services. The goal is not just for the service providers to provide services, but to
focus their eﬀorts on ge ng the clients into housing, with the most vulnerable going to the top of the list for
available housing.
Every service provider and agency will be adding people to the list, resul ng in what is described as coordinat‐
ed entry. Pu ng these concepts together,


The County and service providers are using a vulnerability assessment tool, to provide coordinated entry to
iden fy the most vulnerable to go into Housing First.



Housing First oﬀers permanent, suppor ve housing with case management and suppor ve services need‐
ed to stay housed and avoid returning to homelessness.

Housing First is now a requirement for communi es to receive funding for homeless services and housing. Lo‐
cal jurisdic ons must house the most vulnerable, using coordinated entry, in permanent suppor ve housing.
I am also pleased that we have been successful in expanding the County’s capacity and level of mental health
service through our Department of Behavioral Health and Recovery Services. Outreach to people “where they
are” is helping to connect people with services, reaching the most diﬃcult to engage.
Con nued on next page
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At this year’s budget hearing, we approved funding for a two year pilot
implemen ng AB 1421, Laura’s Law, which will give us another tool to
engage people and connect them to services. I have supported the
adop on of Laura’s Law since my first day in oﬃce.

Iain De Jong speaks to crowd about real
solu ons to chronic homelessness.

On July 11, our Board of Supervisors met jointly with the Marin Housing
Authority to receive an update on homelessness. We approved assign‐
ing 50 Sec on 8 vouchers for the chronically homeless, and also com‐
mi ed to providing the case management and services necessary to
make the Housing First clients successful in housing.

If you want to view the Board of Supervisors housing mee ng, go to h p://www.marincounty.org/
depts/bs/mee ng‐archive; select the first of two mee ngs listed on July 11. You can also find the
Point‐in‐Time Count and survey, at the following link: h ps://www.marinhhs.org/point‐ me‐count‐
marin.

Transporta on
I have been focused on all things “transporta on” in my role as Marin’s representa ve on the Metropol‐
itan Transporta on Commission (MTC). Traﬃc, conges on and mobility are issues that aﬀect us daily.
Between 2009 and 2015 there was a 150% increase in the delay me for those driving on Highway 101
through Marin. My daily to‐do list includes looking at all op ons to reduce your commute mes. To‐
ward that end, we are focused on a number of goals:
 SMART. We are currently awai ng the federal green light so that SMART can start passenger service.

Giving people convenient op ons to get to and from SMART (the “first and last mile”) will be cri cal.
That’s why we are working hard with local and regional transit providers to link up service. Employer
shu les, Ly rideshare coupons, and emergency ride home vouchers (up to $150) for employers en‐
rolled with Transporta on Authority of Marin are examples of programs to increase connec vity. We
also need to push for adequate bike parking at SMART sta ons.
 Alterna ves to Single Occupancy Vehicles. Safe bicycle routes and safe routes to school will collec ve‐

ly help to ease conges on. The roundabout at the Civic Center now connects the SMART sta on with
the Civic Center. The pedestrian and bike path along the tracks under Merrydale Road connects the
Northgate area to the Civic Center. I con nue to work with stakeholders to push the comple on of
the Mul ‐use Path connec ng downtown San Rafael to Larkspur as part of the SMART rail extension.
The discussions are ongoing, and we are making progress.
 Conges on Relief. Opening the third lane on the Richmond‐San Rafael Bridge, improving approaches

to the bridge, and exploring conges on relief measures like ramp metering lights and permi ng com‐
muter buses to run on the shoulder of Highway 101, are par al solu ons. Currently, MTC and the Bay
Area’s nine coun es are also considering an updated bridge toll measure called “Regional Measure 3,”
Con nued on next page
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that would involve a phased‐in toll increase of up to $3 on state‐owned Bay Area bridges (which
doesn’t include the Golden Gate Bridge). RM3 is working its way through the legislature now, and
would be subject to voter approval in 2018. Marin would stand to gain funding for regional infrastruc‐
ture projects like a direct connector between Highway 101 North and 580 East, comple on of im‐
provements to Highway 101 through the Sonoma‐Marin Narrows, reloca on of the San Rafael Transit
Center, and Highway 37 corridor access improvements.
 Local Roads & Infrastructure. The Board of Supervisors has made the maintenance and improvement

of local roads and infrastructure a top budget priority, and has backed it up by approving the use of
available one‐ me and ongoing funds as part of the county budget passed in June. Part of this is due
to SB1, the state gas tax measure recently signed into law by Governor Brown. SB1 is projected to gen‐
erate approximately $8 million per year for Marin’s road and infrastructure needs.
 HOV Lane Hours. CalTrans and MTC are considering changing the hours of the HOV lane southbound

on Highway 101. Their stated goal is to encourage greater use of commuter buses and carpools. I
have some serious concerns about the proposal. Any plan would need to
demonstrate concrete savings in commute mes and a reduc on in con‐
ges on before warran ng support. Marin transporta on oﬃcials are
ac vely considering other conges on relief measures for 101, so the
HOV lane discussion should take place as part of a comprehensive ap‐
proach to conges on management, not as a standalone eﬀort.

The Environment
Climate Ac on Plan
The County is commi ed to reducing our greenhouse gas emissions. We have dedicated money and staﬀ
toward implemen ng the County’s Climate Ac on Plan (“CAP”), and also to adap ng to sea level rise.
I am proud to say that the Board of Supervisors oﬃcially supported the Paris Climate Agreement. The
County has taken giant steps to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in line with the Paris Agreement.
On June 19th the Board of Supervisors voted to switch Marin County to Deep Green energy within Coun‐
ty government. We voted to go Deep Green with MCE, enabling the County to meet its municipal CAP
goals ahead of schedule. The goal was for municipal reduc ons of 15% by 2020, and with the switch to
Deep Green energy we will reduce emissions by 18% in 2017. My hope is that people will bolster their
own eﬀorts, “we’re all in this together.”
Switching to Deep Green with MCE is a simple way for individuals to reduce their greenhouse gas emis‐
sions. A quick sign up, you don’t even need your PG&E bill, is here, or send an email with ques ons to
info@mceCleanEnergy.org. Deep Green is Green‐e cer fied, 100% California bundled renewal electricity
in the form of solar and wind.
Resilient Neighborhoods is another key resource for looking at our personal emissions. Resilient Neigh‐
borhoods.
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Sea Level Rise Li ga on
While the current administra on in Washington tries to deny climate change, at the local level, govern‐
ments con nue to face the challenges resul ng from sea level rise. Marin County’s Board of Supervi‐
sors decided it’s me for Big Oil to take responsibility for the impacts greenhouse gas emissions are
having and priori ze the wellbeing of its customers and neighbors over profit margins. The County of
Marin filed suit against 37 oil and gas corpora ons in Marin County Superior Court. Our goal in filing
this lawsuit is that the cost of protec ng our residents, businesses, ins tu ons, and infrastructure from
sea level rise caused by climate change will be on the shoulders of the defendants—including Chevron,
ExxonMobil, and Shell—and not Marin taxpayers.
This lawsuit is really about accountability. Numerous studies have been unearthed revealing that re‐
searchers warned oil company execu ves that their products contributed to global warming and sea
level rise. Instead of warning the public of the risks associated with their products, and making major
changes to their products, these companies borrowed from the Big Tobacco playbook and launched PR
campaigns designed to discredit the scien fic evidence regarding the warming eﬀect of greenhouse
gases upon earth’s climate and the risks of sea level rise.
To date, the County has spent over $3 million dollars in responding to impacts from sea level rise. Our
projec ons show upwards of $15.5 billion in damages to people and property, if we were to do noth‐
ing. Santa Vene a is a community on the front lines of sea level rise while the rest of District 1 will see
flooded roadways and sewer treatment facili es, flooded parks, disappearing beaches and receding
shorelines.
Marin County taxpayers will not be fron ng the costs or bearing the risks of this lawsuit. Our County
Counsel is working with an outside firm, Sher Edling, which has exper se and resources for this kind of
li ga on. Costs and legal fees will be paid to Sher Edling the same way most a orneys are paid in big
impact cases like these: if and when we are successful.
Here is a copy of the complaint, which is before Judge Chernus. I hope you will agree that it is me to
hold these companies accountable for their decep ons and profiteering amidst our building climate
crisis.

McInnis Marsh Restora on
The County executed a $550,000 grant with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife to complete
the design and environmental review for the restora on of McInnis Marsh! Restoring the 180 acre
marsh will provide mul ple benefits to our communi es and region, including increased habitat for en‐
dangered species,
public trail access
and viewing areas,
and resilience to‐
wards sea level rise.
Tremendous thanks
to staﬀ from Marin
County Parks for
spearheading eﬀorts
to secure the grant!
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Damon Connolly
Supervisor, First District
Marin County Board of Supervisors
(415) 473‐7331
dconnolly@marincounty.org
www.marincounty.org/district1
Aides:
Mary Sacke
(415) 473‐7354
msacke @marincounty.org
Susannah Clark
(415) 473‐7342
sclark@marincounty.org

LOCAL OFFICE HOURS:
September 13th. 5‐7pm.
Andy’s Local Market
Loch Lomond
75 Loch Lomond Drive
San Rafael
An opportunity for people who might
not otherwise have the me to meet and
discuss county or neighborhood issues,
or connect with me regarding anything
on their mind. I hope to see you there!

Loca on and Mailing Address:
Marin County Civic Center
3501 Civic Center Drive, Suite 329
San Rafael, CA 94903
Online Addresses:
Facebook:
h ps://www.facebook.com/SupConnolly
Twi er:
h ps://twi er.com/damon_connolly
Newsle er:
h ps://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/
CAMARIN/subscriber/new?
topic_id=CAMARIN_535

Aides Mary Sackett and Susannah Clark
riding their bikes home. Stay tuned for an
update regarding #RideWithDamon

All County publica ons are available in alterna ve formats (Braille, Large Print, or CD), upon request.
Requests for accommoda ons may be made by calling (415) 473‐4381 (Voice) 473‐3232 (TDD/TTY) or
by e‐mail at disabilityaccess@marincounty.org at least four work days in advance of the event. Copies
of documents are available in alterna ve formats, upon request.

