
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
April 16, 2021  
 
Assemblymember Laura Friedman 
Chair, Assembly Committee on Transportation 
Legislative Office Building, Room 112 
1020 N Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: Support for AB 41 (Wood) Broadband Infrastructure Deployment As 

amended 3/16/21 
 
Dear Chair Friedman: 
 
On behalf of the Marin County Board of Supervisors, I write to support 
Assemblymember Wood’s Assembly Bill 41, which would require actions by the 
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), Caltrans, and fixed internet service 
providers (ISP) to facilitate deployment of broadband infrastructure in California. 
 
Inequitable access to broadband is a longstanding issue, but the COVID-19 
pandemic’s effects on students, workers, small businesses, and on everyday life has 
highlighted just how severe and urgent the disparity is. Rural parts of the state, low 
density areas, and communities with lower-income residents are the least likely to 
have access to broadband. We agree with Assemblyman Wood, that as we develop 
our state’s infrastructure, in both the public and private sector, we must consider 
maximum broadband deployment when we have open trenches or are laying new 
fiber.  
 
The solutions presented in this legislation will not apply to every single improvement 
of a state right-of-way, or even to each expensive extension into an unserved area by 
an ISP. However, AB 41 intends to ensure that all possible connections and 
efficiencies are considered and weighed in good faith.  We need to encourage and 
ensure better communication with providers to understand why so many California 
communities remain unserved and offline. Exploiting awareness of upcoming and 
planned infrastructure upgrades is a key to a better way to deploy broadband 
infrastructure. 
 
It is for these reasons that we support Assemblymember Wood’s legislation, AB 41, 
and ask you for your favorable consideration when it is before your committee.  Thank 
you for your consideration of our position on this issue. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dennis Rodoni, President 
Marin County Board of Supervisors 
 
cc: Senator Mike McGuire 

Assemblymember Marc Levine 
Marin County Board of Supervisors 


