
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
April 13, 2021 
 
The Honorable Bill Quirk, Chair 
Assembly Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials Committee 
Legislative Office Building, Room 171 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE:  AB 377 (Rivas) - Oppose 
 
Dear Assembly Member Quirk: 
 
On behalf of the Marin County Board of Supervisors, I write to join the California 
Stormwater Quality Association (CASQA) to respectfully oppose AB 377 (Rivas). 
 
We agree with CASQA that all aspects of AB 377 are more appropriately 
addressed through the regulatory permitting processes that have been 
established and implemented by the State Water Resources Control Board and 
the nine Regional Water Quality Control Boards. These processes include, in part, 
extensive stakeholder input and deliberations by the State and Regional Board 
members to establish permitting requirements, consistent with State and Federal 
law. The approach proposed in AB 377 circumvents the regulatory authority of the 
State and Regional Water Boards, and makes moot the knowledge and expertise 
of their staff. 
 
Due to the open nature of the municipal stormwater system (e.g., no confined 
collection or treatment system), stormwater regulation and permitting is 
extraordinarily complex. Advancing solutions requires adaptability based on 
advancements in strategies, technologies, and science. Legislation is not 
adaptable and removes the flexibility to generate new ideas as knowledge 
evolves.  
 
There are very real and actionable solutions that must be implemented to protect 
water quality: (1) provide dedicated funding to stormwater programs; (2) increase 
supplemental funding (e.g., grants); (3) maximize stormwater capture; (4) 
minimize pollution through true source control; and (5) maximize effectiveness of 
best management practices. Funding is needed to implement all of these 
solutions - at the local level, statewide level, and federal level. Unlike all other 
water resources, stormwater remains unfunded. The federal government, and 
State of California, have invested billions of dollars into building and maintaining 
the infrastructure necessary to support drinking water and wastewater systems. 
However, no such investment has been made in stormwater.  
 
In addition, the vast majority of stormwater programs in California lack a 
dedicated funding source, largely due to Proposition 218 that established 
significant barriers to new property-related taxes. Even those stormwater 
programs that have some level of dedicated funding cannot implement their 



 

 

programs based on that funding alone. Therefore, stormwater programs rely to a 
significant extent on the General Fund. In the best of times, municipalities face 
challenges in meeting the needs of their community, and stormwater programs 
must compete for that funding with police, fire, libraries, social services, and many 
other programs. 
 
In the face of COVID-19, municipalities will now struggle more than ever to secure 
ongoing funding for stormwater programs and will face the reality of budget cuts 
to staff, as well as programs. COVID-19 has not changed how stormwater 
programs are funded, but it highlights the very real need to establish dedicated 
funding sources on par with other water resources. Simply asking stormwater to 
do more, in less time, under threat of financial penalties, is neither realistic nor 
effective. Instead, significant state and federal funding must be provided to 
implement the infrastructure and programs that will achieve our common goals 
and protect water quality.  
 
Thank you for considering our concerns. We respectfully request that the 
Legislature work with CASQA and its member organizations to advance the 
solutions detailed in CASQA's Vision for Sustainable Storm water Management, 
especially funding to implement actions related to storm water capture and use, 
true source control, and Best Management Practice effectiveness. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dennis Rodoni, President 
Marin County Board of Supervisors 
 
cc: Senator Mike McGuire 

Assemblymember Marc Levine 
Marin County Board of Supervisors 

https://www.casqa.org/sites/default/files/downloads/final_-_vision_for_sustainable_stormwater_management_-_10-07-2020.pdf

