
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
April 12, 2021 
 
Honorable Mike Thompson  
United States House of Representatives 
268 Cannon House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20515 
 
RE:  Support for the Resilient State Route 37 Corridor Enhancement 
Program funding request 
 
Dear Congressman Thompson: 
 
On behalf of the Marin County Board of Supervisors, I write to support the 
Resilient State Route 37 Corridor Enhancement Program funding request put 
forward by the four North Bay Counties in partnership with Caltrans and the 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC). This project will ensure safe and 
reliable travel is available across State Route 37 (SR37) and that bay land 
resources will be protected and enhanced. 
 
The County of Marin is eager to see much needed improvements to the SR37 
corridor and have great confidence the requested $25 million will result in timely 
delivery of critical project elements and support leveraging opportunities at the 
federal and regional levels. The Resilient State Route 37 corridor enhancement 
program will address congestion, restore bay lands and habitat, and provide 
access to equitable travel options in Marin, Sonoma, Napa and Solano Counties.  
 
The requested funds will be used to secure critical parcels for advanced mitigation 
and tidal marsh wetland conservation and restoration. This will help mitigate the 
impacts of sea level rise and flooding, protect and create habitat for vital 
populations of fish, birds, and other wildlife, improve bay water quality, and 
provide safe access and education opportunities.  Additionally, the requested 
funds will be used to design and engineer roadway improvements to allow for 
transit use, tolling and reduced congestion. These improvements will improve 
traffic flow during peak travel times and increase vehicle occupancy between 
Mare Island and State Route 121 as well as incentivize transit and carpools by 
providing a high occupancy vehicle lane. The project will improve public access 
along the corridor by closing critical pedestrian and bicycle access gaps, 
assessing levee conditions and alternatives, and enhancing access to the 
shoreline and water trails. 
 
The SR 37 corridor spans Marin, Sonoma, Napa, and Solano counties. It is an 
important regional connection linking the north, east, and west San Francisco Bay 
Area sub-regions. The highway is a parallel route north of the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge (I-580), functions as a recovery route in the event of 
emergency/closure of the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge and is part of the 
Interregional Roads System (IRRS) between US 101 and I-80. It connects job 
markets and housing within Marin, Sonoma, Napa, and Solano Counties – and 



 

 

serves as a major freight route for the North Coast providing access to the Central 
Valley and points east. It also provides access to the popular wine growing 
regions of Napa and Sonoma Counties, the Sonoma Raceway in Sonoma 
County, as well as Six Flags Discovery Kingdom and Mare Island in Solano 
County. Finally, the SR 37 corridor traverses through one of the largest remaining 
stretches of contiguous marshlands in the Bay Area and passes through the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) San Pablo Bay National Wildlife 
Refuge (NWR).  
 
The project will improve mobility through the addition of a high occupancy vehicle 
(HOV) lane. This will provide a time savings for multiple occupant vehicles that 
does not currently existing along this corridor. The HOV lane is critical to transit 
operators to initiate bus transit services along this corridor, which would help 
address a critical equity concern for users of the corridor by providing multimodal 
improvements. General users of the corridor live in more affordable housing in 
Solano County, and commute to Marin and Sonoma Counties for jobs.  
 
Thank you for your consideration and support for this important project. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dennis Rodoni, President 
Marin County Board of Supervisors 
 
cc: Honorable Jared Huffman, United States House of Representatives 

Senator Mike McGuire 
Assemblymember Marc Levine 
Marin County Board of Supervisors 

  
  
 


