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r Recommendationsnumbered

r (Recommendationsnumberéd
implemented in the future.

Tirle:

N,ONE have been implemented.

NONE have not yet been implemented, but will be

Town Manager

FINDINGS

. | (we) agree with the findings numbered: Ft,F2, F3 and F4

. | (we) disagree wholly or partially with the findings numbered: NONE

(Attach a statement specifying any portions of the findings that are disputed; include

an explanation of the reasons therefor.)

RECOMMENDATIONS

I

¡

Recommendations numbered Rl, R2. and 83 require further analysis.

(See attached exPlanations.)

Recommendations numbered NON,F will not be implemented becausê they are

not warranted or are not reasonable.
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TOWN OF SAN ANSELMO

RESPONSE TO RECOM MEN DATION

MARIN COUNTY CIVIL GRAND JURY

HOTDING THE BAG

Recomnlendation L:

The Marin Hazardous and Solid Waste Joint Powers Authority (JPA) prepare the ModelSingle-

Use Bag Ordinance to implement the strictest rules possible and encourage all agencies to

adopt the Ordinance with minimal changes. A ban on single-use plastic carry-out bags should

be imposed in all grocery stores, convenience stores, pharmacies and restaurants within the

County and apply to all establishments, no matter how large or small.

Response T.o Rqqommendation L

The JPA, of which the Town is a member, is in the process of preparing a Model Ordinance and

associated CEQA analysis for use by all of Marin's C¡t¡es and Towns. Their stated intention is to

encourage consistency between all cities and towns in Marin. However, as mentioned above,

the CEQA anatysis will explore the impacts of ordinances that ban single use plastic bags at all

retailers, including restaurants, and under a variety of circumstances. Each localjurisdiction

may therefore adopt specific measures based on the CEQA analysis that best match their

Councils' desires. The JPA has stated their desire to promote bag ordinances that are highly

beneficial to the environment. However, the Grand Jury does not specify what the "strictest

rules possible" are, therefore, this cannot be adequately addressed. The JPA ant¡c¡pates

completion of the CEQA review by October/November 20L3. Adoption and implementation

timeline by the Town of San Anselmo is yet to be determined, but is anticipated to move

quickly.

Recommendation,2:

Marin County and the Marin Hazardous and Solid Waste JPA members educate the public on

the benefits of reusable bags. Marin County and the JPA members develop standardized

educational guides for all public schools showing the environmental harm done by plastic

single-use carry out bags. Marin County and the JPA Members develop educational materials

and distribute them at public events, such as farmers' markets and street fairs.

Response to Recommendation, 2:

The JPA has stated their intention to facilitate a well-designed, comprehensive educational

campaign that will involve as many outreach channels as possible including schools, stores,

farmers' markets and various other public events. The Town currently works with the JPA on



zero waste outreach programs such as the Zero Waste Grant program, and will continue to do

so. The JPA anticipates completion of the CEQA review by October/November 20L3. Adoption

and implementat¡on timeline by the Town of San Anselrno is yet to be determined, but is

anticipated to move quickly once the CEQA review is done.

Recommendation 3:

Marin Towns and Cities adopt an ordinance to ban all single-use plastic carry-out bags using the

Model Single-Use Bag Ordinance with minimal, or no, changes, in order to create a true County-

vüide ordinance.

Response tq Recommgndation 3:

One of the JPA's goals in developing a Model Ordinance is to promote consistency amongst

jurisdictions. However, because each City and Town needs to adopt an ordinance individually,

there is no guarantee there will be absolute consistency between the ordinances. Some cities

may desire to have a more aggressive ordinance than others. The JPA anticipates completion of

the CEQA review by October/November zOLg.Adoption and implementation timeline by the

Town of San Anselmo is yèt to be determined, but is anticipated to move quickly once the CEQA

review is done.
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July 23,2OL3

The Honorable Judge James Ritchie

Marin County Superior Court
P. O. Box 4988
San Rafael, CA 94913-4988

SUBJECT: Holding the Bag

Dear Honorable Judge Ritchie,

Attached is the response from the Town of San Anselmo to the Grand Jury report entitled

"Holding the Bag."

Sincerrely,

Mayor

Copy: Rich Treadgold, Foreperson
Marin County Grand JurY

3501Civic Center Drive, Room #275

San Rafael, CA 94903


