
 

Year’s End 2015  

For me, as for many, the holidays and year’s end is a time of reflection.  A time to take 

stock of who we are, of all that we have, and all that we can do—for our community, for 

our county, and for each other.  

We are a community that values children and families and seniors. We are active and 

engaged. Our crime rate is among the lowest in the state, our health among the highest. 

Our schools are top notch. We look out for our neighbors, advocate for our causes and 

laud civic participation. We are a community that cares.  

We are a county defined by its commitment to the environment, to preserving public 

open space and protecting agriculture lands. Hence our ridgelines undeveloped, our 

local stores and farmers’ markets stocked with locally grown, high quality farm products, 

and at our doorstep, thousands of acres of recreational opportunity. Truly, we are so 

fortunate to live in, and be a part of, this place called Marin.  

Yes, we have our challenges: traffic congestion, aging infrastructure, drought, risk of 

flood and fire, housing costs, housing density, homelessness, climate change and sea-

level rise. The list goes on and the list is long, the challenges formidable, but not 

insurmountable. We can make a difference and do, when we work together on a 

common cause, with and for our community.  

As a lifelong resident of Marin, and now, serving as District 2 County Supervisor, I know 

well, and am reminded daily of all that we are, all that we have, and all that we can do.  

So, during this time of reflection, a thank you from me to all of you. It is a privilege to 

represent you on the Board of Supervisors, and even more so to work with you, as 

together we make Marin the absolutely best it can be.  

Cheers and best wishes for a Happy New Year. 
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Election Reflections  

Winter is upon us, finally, and the rains very welcome. But not so welcome the specter 

of serious storms and potential for flooding, particularly in flood prone Ross Valley. The 

recent election and debate in San Anselmo around using Memorial Park for flood 

prevention (in addition to all its recreational functions), highlights the challenge of 

addressing the Ross Valley’s chronic flooding issue—not only because of the 

watershed’s complex hydrology and physical challenges, but also the challenge of 

keeping multiple communities engaged, informed and supportive of a long term, 

regional flood reduction effort.  

 

Public safety is a primary responsibility of government. Throughout the Ross Valley, risk 

of flood and fire are our biggest public safety threats. Hence the work of many to reduce 

those risks at the local/neighborhood level and at the regional/Ross Valley-wide level. 

The Ross Valley Flood Protection and Watershed Program was developed and adopted 

in 2007 under Supervisor Hal Brown’s leadership following the devastating 2005 flood. It 

represents the first collaborative effort to address the Ross Valley’s chronic flooding 

problem after decades of division and non-action.  

I’ve talked to enough people on both sides of the Memorial Park discussion to know that 

the debate in San Anselmo was not about whether or not residents support pursuing 

flood prevention. They do. The debate was over whether or not to use Memorial Park 

for flood mitigation efforts. San Anselmo voters said “no.” Now the Memorial Park 

debate is over, and it is time to move on.   

Over the next three years, four bridges (one in Fairfax, two in San Anselmo, and one in 

Ross), which act as pinch points in the main creek channel creating flooding in 

neighborhoods around them, will be replaced. These bridge projects are fully funded via 

Caltrans grants and the Ross Valley flood fee and are entering the environmental 

review and design process.  Later this winter, environmental review will begin for 

improvements to the decades-stalled Army Corps project and creek capacity 

improvements in Ross. The Phoenix Lake retrofit project which will help reduce flooding 

in Ross and Kentfield will enter environmental review in the spring. Additional projects 

are in early planning phases, including dredging and storm drainage improvements in 

lower Corte Madera Creek within Larkspur, and making final determination on a 

detention site upstream of Fairfax essential to reducing flooding in Fairfax and further 

downstream.  

http://marinwatersheds.org/documents_and_reports/documents/FairfaxBridge-Fsht_091615.pdf
http://marinwatersheds.org/documents_and_reports/documents/SanAnselmo-Fsht_092415.pdf
http://marinwatersheds.org/documents_and_reports/documents/RossBridge_FSht_092415.pdf
http://marinwatersheds.org/documents_and_reports/documents/Unit4-Fsht_091615.pdf
http://marinwatersheds.org/documents_and_reports/documents/PhoenixLake_FSht_092515.pdf
http://marinwatersheds.org/documents_and_reports/documents/CorteMadera-Fsht_091615.pdf


None of these projects will be accomplished without multi-stakeholder collaboration and 

community support.  They will also require neighboring residents to endure some 

inconvenience during construction. But these projects are needed if we truly want to 

reduce flood risk in our community. The Memorial Park debate and outcome was a 

disappointment, and a reminder that the challenge to make progress on flood 

prevention remains, but it is not insurmountable if we, as a community, keep flood 

prevention and public safety a priority.  

For more information, visit the Ross Valley Watershed Program website and sign up to 

subscribe for updates/meeting notices. 

Looking Back on 2015 – Highlights! 

2015 has been a very busy year. See below for some of our accomplishments over the 

past year, with keen acknowledgment that there is much more work to do on these and 

so many other issues. 

 

Sky Ranch Acquisition 

The acquisition of Sky Ranch Open Space expanded the Bald Hill Preserve in San 

Anselmo--the 15-acre property officially became a permanent part of Marin County 

Open Space Preserves this fall. Straddling the ridge between San Anselmo and Fairfax, 

adjacent to both the Bald Hill Preserve and MMWD lands, the property provides new 

public access to those lands as well as a great connection between. Many folks can be 

proud of this project not only for what it protects in perpetuity for the public, but also 

because it was such a great collaborative effort between Marin Open Space Trust, 

County Open Space District, towns of San Anselmo and Fairfax, their open space 

committees, and hundreds of individuals who contributed time, effort and funding to 

keep this special place from being developed.   
 

Community Health 

Several public health issues were at the fore: We took a stand on the importance of 

strong immunization requirements as a matter of community health and personal 

responsibility. We reinforced and reinvigorated our commitment to a proactive and 

progressive Integrated Pest Management Program further reducing chemical herbicide 

use in our Open Space, and establishing “pesticide free” zones in our parks and public 

buildings.  

 

Safe Drug Disposal Ordinance 

Also of countywide significance and so important to addressing what is becoming an 

addiction crisis in our community and nationwide, we worked with RxSafe Marin and a 

coalition of community stakeholders to adopt a County-wide Drug Take-Back 

Ordinance. The regulation will require drug companies to provide safe, convenient drug 

http://www.marinwatersheds.org/rossvalleywatershed-org/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAMARIN/subscriber/new?topic_id=CAMARIN_157
http://www.marincounty.org/main/county-press-releases/press-releases/2015/sky-ranch-081815
http://www.marincounty.org/main/county-press-releases/press-releases/2015/marin-supports-sb-277-063015
http://www.marincounty.org/~/media/files/departments/bs/district-2/newsletters/2015/enewsfall2015.pdf
http://www.rxsafemarin.org/
http://www.marincounty.org/depts/cd/divisions/environmental-health-services/safe-drug-disposal-ordinance
http://www.marincounty.org/depts/cd/divisions/environmental-health-services/safe-drug-disposal-ordinance


drop-off/take-back sites throughout the County, making it much easier for folks to 

properly dispose of unused, unneeded medications so that they don’t fall into the wrong 

hands, or get into our waste-stream or waterways. 

 

Wildfire Prevention 

Fire prevention and FIRESafe MARIN are also big news this year. FIRESafe brought in 

hundreds of thousands of dollars in fire-prevention grant funds over the course of the 

past year that went to neighborhood and community fire-fuel reduction projects, chipper 

days, vegetation management planning, and, last but not least, a state of the art  

fire-detection camera system strategically mounted on our highest “peaks” throughout 

the county. 

 

Attacking Traffic 

The Sir Francis Drake Improvement Project was launched this year. The project’s aim is 

to improve efficiency of the roadway and safety for all modes of travel through the Sir 

Francis Drake Corridor from Ross to 101, with a focus on improving traffic flow and 

increasing pedestrian safety (e.g. intersections, sidewalks). Opportunities for adding 

bike lanes or paths are also being evaluated, but per both physical constraints and 

safety issues, significantly expanded bike access is unlikely. That said, the project is 

looking at how the existing bike route (which runs along Corte Madera Creek to Bon Air 

to ferry) might be improved.  

 

This project will tie into future work on East Sir Francis Drake per improving access to 

the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge and increased through-put made possible with the 

opening of a third lane on the bridge.   

 

A third SFD Corridor project community workshop will be held on Tuesday, March 15, 7-

9pm at Kent Middle School to review design concepts for various improvements and get 

further community feedback on same.  Visit the project website to view work-to-date, 

and sign up for future notifications.  

 

Strides were also made this year in battling school-related traffic and improving public 

transit with the launch of a pilot yellow-bus program in the upper Ross Valley and 

express bus service and student pass program for College of Marin students. Add to 

that list local, ground level, community “Safe Streets” campaigns in Sleepy Hollow, Oak 

Manor, and the Berens/McAllister neighborhood aimed at making streets and travel 

safer particularly on school routes. 

 

 

 

http://www.firesafemarin.org/
http://www.marincounty.org/depts/fr/fire-detection-cameras
http://www.marincounty.org/depts/pw/divisions/transportation/sir-francis-drake-boulevard-rehabilitation
http://www.marincounty.org/~/media/files/departments/bs/district-2/newsletters/2015/enewsfall2015.pdf
http://www.marincounty.org/depts/pw/divisions/transportation/sir-francis-drake-boulevard-rehabilitation
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAMARIN/subscriber/new?topic_id=CAMARIN_373
http://www.marincounty.org/~/media/files/departments/bs/district-2/newsletters/2015/enewsfall2015.pdf
http://www.marincounty.org/~/media/files/departments/bs/district-2/newsletters/2015/enewsfall2015.pdf
http://www.marincounty.org/~/media/files/departments/bs/district-2/newsletters/2015/enewsfebruary.pdf


Investing in Infrastructure 

Throughout the Ross Valley we are experiencing the fruits (and frustrations!) of ongoing 

investments in public infrastructure and institutions. The Board of Supervisors continued 

a policy of upping investment in our roads repaving program resulting in 30 miles of 

road rehab and paving in unincorporated Marin this summer. Couple county road-work 

with sewer and water agency work, the College of Marin’s completion of the Measure C 

funded $294 million campus renovation, the launch of the Marin General Hospital 

rebuild—we are making the investment necessary to ensure a strong and resilient 

community for generations to come.  

 

Stay tuned in the new year for my thoughts regarding what’s ahead in 2016 and how we 

can continue to work together to make a positive difference in our community.  

 

 

Contact Info: 

Supervisor Katie Rice 

415-473-7825 

krice@marincounty.org 

www.facebook.com/D2KatieRice 

 

District 2 Aides: 

Sandy Laird 

415-473-6159 

slaird@marincounty.org 

Nancy Vernon 

415-473-7351 

nvernon@marincounty.org 
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