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Marin County Housing Element Adopted 
On September 24, the Marin County Board of Supervisors unanimously approved the 
2007-2014 Housing Element update. The overall goal of the Housing Element is to 
present goals, objectives, and policies towards planning for and facilitating housing for 
existing and projected future needs for community members across the income 
spectrum within the unincorporated areas of the County.  
 
Every city, town and county in California has been required by state law since 1969 to 
include a Housing Element in their General Plan. The Housing Element is not a dictate 
to build, but rather a document outlining the ability of the County through zoning, 
development code and housing programs to accommodate and support community 
housing needs—from market rate single-family homes, to senior, workforce and special 
needs housing.  
 
A primary tool to demonstrate this ability is through provision in the Housing Element of 
an inventory of existing sites with current zoning that would allow for development of 
new housing. As part of the just-adopted housing element, the County needed to show 
site availability for a total of 773 units (453 market rate or above, 320 below market). Of 
those, a total of 18 parcels in District 2 (16 in the California Park area of San Rafael, 
and two in the Oak Manor area of Fairfax) were identified as able to accommodate up to 
60 new units of housing under current zoning and included in the site inventory. 
 



The recent update to the Housing Element generated unprecedented public interest – a 
good thing – as the broader community contemplates how to address the challenges 
posed by a growing economy and population while seeking to retain community 
character and a high quality of life for all who live and work here. This is a conversation I 
am sure we will continue to have, in the coming year and years. I invite and welcome 
your participation in the discussion.  
 
Please visit the Housing Element webpage for more information. Click here to review 
the adopted document. 
 

Stream Conservation Area Ordinance Hearing Continued 
The Board hearing that was scheduled for October 1 has been continued to Tuesday, 
October 29 in order for County Counsel to work towards resolution of the California Fair 
Political Practices Commission's (FPPC) determination regarding conflicts of interest. 
Three of the five supervisors, Adams and Kinsey and I, live within 500 feet of a Stream 
Conservation Area (SCA), which according to the FPPC's rules is presumed to present 
a conflict. Counsel will be contesting this determination towards ensuring the 
participation of all supervisors in decisions around the Stream Conservation Ordinance. 
 
The purpose of the hearing will be to consider a limited-term Stream Conservation Area 
ordinance and associated fees for the San Geronimo watershed. The Board will also 
consider a recommendation from the Board's subcommittee for future landowner 
assistance and education as well as a work program, budget, and timeframe for 
additional study of SCA standards for the City-Centered corridor and smaller lots in the 
Inland-Rural corridor.  
 
For more information and to review the SCA staff report/recommendation, visit the SCA 
webpage. Click here for a recent Marin IJ article. 
 

No major freeway improvements recommended for Greenbrae/101 
Corridor—focus goes to bike, pedestrian and transit improvements, 
SMART and the 101/580 connection 

After six months diving deep into the nuts and bolts of commute patterns, community 
needs and preferences, and environmental and infrastructure constraints posed by the 
Greenbrae/101 interchange and corridor, the Greenbrae/101 Working Group put forth a 
suite of recommendations for improvements that set aside for the time being any major 
freeway or interchange improvements in favor of bike, pedestrian, and transit 
connectivity improvements. The group’s proposal also included recommendations to 
study several discreet interchange improvements, and investigation into how to improve 
the 101 to Richmond Bridge connection at both E. Sir Francis Drake and San Rafael. 

The recommendations went to the Transportation Authority of Marin (TAM) Board along 
with alternatives proffered by TAM staff. After a seven-hour marathon meeting, the TAM 
Board agreed on a final package totaling $39.6 million of Regional Measure 2 (toll 
funds) to be forwarded to the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) for final 
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authorization.   
 
Specifically, TAM recommended that the Regional Measure 2 monies go to the 
following: 
 

1. Widen East Sir Francis Drake Blvd from 1 to 2 lanes where lane drop occurs. To 
include Andersen Drive Intersection – Feasibility Study and begin PA/ED ($2M) 

2. Freeway to Freeway Connector Northbound U.S. 101 to Eastbound I580 – 
Feasibility Study ($0.5M) 

3. New Regional and local bus stops at Greenbrae Interchange plus connecting 
pathways ($4.5M) 

4. Widen Northbound Sir Francis Drake off-ramp for bike/pedestrian path on bridge 
over Corte Madera Creek ($9M) 

5. North/South Greenway (Central Marin Ferry Connection, CMFC, Phase II) – 
PA/ED ($4.5M) 

6. Old Redwood Highway 10ft. sidewalk improvements – Wornum to Creek 
crossing ($2M) 

7. Intersection Undercrossings along Wornum – Feasibility Study ($0.25M) 
8. Westside Class 1 path (Along Nellen – Fifer to Wornum ($0.5M) 
9. Bike/Pedestrian intersection surface treatments on Wornum at Old Redwood 

Hwy and Tamal Vista ($0.5M) 
10. Widen Eastbound Sir Francis Drake from just west of Eliseo to Southbound 

Collector-Distributor over Corte Madera Creek bridge ($0.5M) 
11. Extend Sir Francis Drake Eastbound Auxiliary Lane to Eastbound I580 ($4M) 
12. Re-Direct Regional Measure 2 funds to SMART for the San Rafael to Larkspur 

Extension; up to $3M will be dedicated to the Andersen Drive Crossing 
($11.35M) 
 

Please know that while I am 100% supportive of improving bike and pedestrian and 
transit connectivity in the Greenbrae/101 area, I am also very aware that we have yet to 
resolve the highway congestion and safety issues posed by the current situation. That 
said, the improvements and feasibility studies included in the TAM recommendations if 
funded by MTC are important first steps towards relieving congestion in the corridor and 
represent broader community consensus than the original project proposal.      
 
For more information, visit the TAM website and review the Resolution from the 9/26 
TAM Board meeting. 
 
Ross Valley Tax Bill Revision 
Tax bill revisions to amend the Ross Valley School Series B bond rate for the 2013-14 
tax year will be mailed on November 8 to property owners living within the Ross Valley 
School District, including the towns of San Anselmo and Fairfax plus unincorporated 
areas. The change represents $5.79 per $100,000 of assessed value. The financing 
structure of Ross Valley's Series B bonds contained an interest premium of $266,291.76 
reserved for 2014-15 that should have been excluded when the County calculated the 
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2013-14 rate. Taxpayers that have already submitted payment based on their original 
tax bill must pay the difference between the original and revised bills by the due date. 
 
Voters approved Measure A in 2010, authorizing $41 million in bonds for replacing 
temporary classrooms and modernizing school facilities in the Ross Valley School 
District. Improvements at White Hill Middle School are almost complete, Brookside 
Elementary is moving forward as scheduled and projects are planned at all elementary 
schools in the district. 
 
You can read the press release for more information or call the Tax Collector’s office at 
415-573-6133 with questions. 
 

Get Emergency Alerts by Phone, Text & Email! 
If you live, work or go to school in Marin County and are 18 and over, you may now 
register your cell phone or VoIP (voice over internet protocol) phone to receive 
emergency alerts specific to your area sent by call, text, or email. Landline phone 
numbers (both listed and unlisted/blocked) are already included in the County’s 
Telephone Emergency Notification System (TENS) but cell phone and VoIP numbers 
are not included and will require your registration in our Self-Registration Portal. Note 
that you can register for multiple Marin locations – each geographic location in Marin 
you choose requires registration with a unique identifying email address. You may 
register up to two cellphone numbers and one VoIP number per geographic location.   I 
strongly suggest that you register!  Please read the FAQ then click here.   
 

Planning Permits and Services Website Gets Makeover 
More planning information is now available online! A redesigned Marin County Current 
Planning Section website includes new features that make it easier to stay up to date on 
planning issues in unincorporated areas of the Marin County. 
 
Residents may subscribe to pages and keep informed about development that may 
occur in their neighborhood through e-mailed notices from the County. Individual project 
pages include proposed plans and public notices. Not only is more information available 
about specific projects, but the website now allows residents to find zoning information 
about their properties. For those considering their own projects, planning policies and 
regulations are easier to find and download.  
 
Changes to the Current Planning Section’s website will only be a first step, followed 
closely by updates to the rest of the Community Development Agency’s website.  
Click here to visit the redesigned site.  
 

Crime Reporting and Crime Prevention Tips 
On September 11, I hosted a Kentfield/Greenbrae community meeting focused primarily 
on a discussion about neighborhood crime in the area and the importance of 
communication towards addressing this crime.  It is crucial that residents report any 
suspicious activity so that our law enforcement agencies have the most accurate 
information possible.  And, it’s important that residents know about crimes in their 
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neighborhood. To that end, online tools are now available from the Sheriff’s office and 
Central Marin Police Authority aimed at improving communications with the community, 
and lowering crime.  I wanted to share this important information with all residents in the 
Ross Valley – see below for information on crime reporting as well as relevant crime 
prevention tips. 
 
Crime Reporting 

 To report suspicious people or activity: 
o County of Marin Sheriff’s Office 415-479-2311 
o Central Marin Police Authority 415-927-5150 

 To report an emergency: 
o Call 911 from a land-line or if using a cell phone, call 415-472-0911 for 

Sheriff’s office 
o Call 911 from a land-line or if using a cell phone, call 415-927-5150 

 To view local crime data and request reports, if you live in the unincorporated 
area of Marin County, visit the Sheriff’s Office website www.marinsheriff.org and 
click on the CrimeReports link (under the “Resources” tab), or go to 
www.CrimeReports.com directly. 

 To view local crime data and request reports for the Central Marin Police 
Authority areas, visit www.centralmarinpolice.org and click on Police Logs and 
Notify Me. 

 
Crime Prevention Tips 

 Most crimes in the area are “crimes of opportunity” that can be avoided by taking 
extra caution/following crime prevention tips and using common sense (e.g. 
locking doors and windows).   

 Be on the lookout for anything out of the ordinary in your neighborhood and trust 
your instincts. Report suspicious activity to your law enforcement agency.  

 It’s important that neighbors report all crimes so that law enforcement agencies 
have the most accurate information possible. Make sure you call right away vs. 
letting time lapse. 

 Most crimes occur during the daytime and are being committed by people from 
outside of the area. 

 Vacation times, holiday seasons, and shopping sale times are when residential 
crimes increase.  

 Keep valuables locked up or out of plain view from windows so people walking by 
or near a window can’t see anything they may want.  

 The residential burglaries trend is taking smaller items that are easily carried out 
(e.g. jewelry, small electronics, identity information). Take photos of valuables, 
document serial numbers, and purchase a well-built safe and place it securely in 
your home where only you know where it is located - the first place thieves go is 
usually the master bedroom. 

 Bicycles are usually crimes of opportunity (e.g. bike racks, open garages); take 
photos of bicycles, document serial numbers, buy a good bike lock (which 
includes a cut proof chain or mechanism). 

http://www.marinsheriff.org/
http://www.crimereports.com/
http://www.centralmarinpolice.org/


 Use timers or a house sitter when not at home, hold your mail at the post office 
and let neighbors know you are away. 

 When shopping, secure all valuables in the trunk, lock your car doors and set 
your alarm. 

  

Revised Community Service Fund Program 
In March of this year, the Board approved a revised Community Service Fund Program 
that aims to address perception issues, improve transparency, and reduce 
administrative cost, while maintaining the valuable community benefits of the existing 
program. I wanted you to be aware that the new program went into effect on July 1 of 
this year. 
 
The County of Marin’s Community Service Program provides one-time funding 
allocations between $1,000 and $10,000 to nonprofit service providers or other 
governmental entities that provide a measurable benefit to Marin County residents. 
Funding is approved for the current fiscal year only and approval does not indicate 
support for future year funding.  There may be up to three funding application periods 
during the fiscal year. Board sponsored applications will be considered by the County 
Administrator’s Office for potential funding. Application Period #1 has closed and 
Application Period #2 is open until mid-December, with funding available in January. 
 
Click here to learn more about the application process and review the Funding Request 
Guidelines for important program details and criteria.  
 

Openings on Marin County Boards and Commissions 
Do you have expertise worth sharing on a Marin County board or commission? I would 
love your help on three governing bodies that have openings now specifically for District 
2 residents: Commission on Aging, Women’s Commission, and Kentfield Planning 
Advisory Board.  Each commission has an issue, policy and/or program focus 
representing its constituencies and, generally, commission appointees represent 
defined communities of interest.   
 
The Commission on Aging is a federally mandated advisory council that promotes the 
dignity, independence and quality of life of older persons through advocacy, information, 
programs and services. 
 
The Women’s Commission studies problems, consults with the Board of Supervisors, 
prepares information, advises and counsels residents as well as County, State, and 
Federal officials concerning matters related to discrimination against women and the 
violation of women's rights. It may also conduct hearings and recommend 
improvements in related programs 
 
The Kentfield Planning Advisory Board reviews referrals of all planning projects for the 
Planning Department including master plans, subdivisions, design reviews, rezoning 
applications, general plan amendments, and environmental review documents; also 
reviews major public works projects that significantly impact the community. 
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Visit Boards and Commissions for more information including how to apply and  
click here to see a complete list of openings including at-large.  Feel free to contact me 
at krice@marincounty.org if you are interested in one of the upcoming opportunities and 
would like to discuss. 
 

Upcoming Local Events  
A Fairfax Treasure Hunt 
Sunday, October 27, noon (can pick up instructions starting at 11:30am) 
Corner of Elsie Lane and Bolinas Road, Downtown Fairfax 
This event is a benefit for the Fairfax Open Space Committee with a sliding scale fee 
requested of $20-$50 for each team or individual entering.  Participants will be working 
to solve Fairfax-themed clues to answer riddles.  Prizes will be awarded to the fastest 
teams/individuals to answer all the riddles correctly. Advance registration is 
recommended but not required.  Send your name or team’s name to: 
ffx.treasurehunt@gmail.com or call 415-717-3919.  Visit www.fairfaxopenspace.com for 
more information. 
 
Joseph Bacon - An Evening of Renaissance Lute Music 
Wednesday, October 30, 7pm  
Fairfax Library 
Acclaimed musician Joseph Bacon will perform16th century Italian & English music, 
including masterpieces from composers Francesco da Milano and John Dowland, at a 
free concert. For further information about this free event, please contact the Fairfax 
Library at 457-5629. 
 
Fairfax Book Club 
Thursday, November 7, 7 – 8:30pm  
Fairfax Library 
Friends of the Fairfax Library sponsors the book discussion group and provides a 
moderator, discussion questions, background information and light snacks. This month's 
selection is Dreamers of the Day by Mary Doria Russell. For further information, please 
contact the Fairfax Library at 457-5629. 

 
Contact Info: 
Supervisor Katie Rice  
415-473-7331 
krice@marincounty.org 
 
District 2 Aides: 
Sandy Laird 
415-473-6159 
slaird@marincounty.org 
Nancy Vernon 
415-473-7351 
nvernon@marincounty.org 
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