Minutes of the Marin County Peace Conversion Commission

February 3, 2016 in Room 410-B

Marin County Administration Building, Civic Center, San Rafael, CA 94903
Present: Jon Oldfather, James Stephenson, Robert Phillips and William Rothman. Absent: None

Staff: Ann Gregory
Guest: Craig Richardson, Aecom 

1. Call to Order


Chairman Rothman called the meeting to order at 4:07 p.m. Since a guest, Mr. Richardson was present regarding Item 6. – Overrides Chairman Rothman addressed that item first. 

Commissioner Rothman asked Mr. Richardson for his comments and the requested override was discussed. After Mr. Richardson provided the Commission with information showing that further research into alternative contactors had shown no other contractor would be able to do the work,

M/s Oldfather/Phillips to approve the override for this Aecom item.

Ayes: All 

Dr. Rothman thanked Mr. Richardson for attending.  Mr. Richardson thanked all for the override grant. He departed and the Commissioners returned to the regular agenda going next to Item 2

2. Approval of minutes of December 3, 2015


M/s Oldfather/Stephenson to approve the December 3, 2015 minutes after two words which needed spelling corrections were noted and done. 

Ayes: All

3. Review Auditor’s master List of Checks issued and consideration of sending Preliminary Affidavits.


Commissioner Oldfather reviewed the November and December purchases and found only one company on the Bloomberg list that required follow-up, and that was Xylem. The company makes parts for an aircraft carrier. Discussion followed whereupon, it was

 M/s Oldfather/Phillips to send a preliminary affidavit to Xylem.

Ayes: All 

4. Review of Vendor Detail Lists 


Commissioner Rothman mentioned no items on the current lists concern PCC.

5. Report on BOS Agenda Items


Commissioner Phillips reported finding no items of concern on the agendas he has reviewed from November to the current date. 

6. Overrides requested – The Aecom item was taken first on the agenda to accommodate Mr. Richardson. A second override request was received for a Dell purchase. Commissioner Rothman noted that Marin County is now using Dell computers, so departments need Dell items purchased and he granted the override request. (See PCC files for copies of the two requests granted). 

7. County Treasurer’s Report of Investments


Commissioner Rothman reported no items of interest.

8. Review status Aecom/URS 


Commissioner Rothman reported he had heard from Aecom that they had not received the Preliminary Affidavit from PCC. He spoke with Mr. Jamie Peterson, VP and Region Chief Counsel of Aecom and agreed to send him the Preliminary Affidavit package. (See PCC file for copies of this letter dated Dec. 15, 2015 and the three affidavits and contract slips sent to Aecom by Dr. Rothman.)

9.  Review status of Preliminary Affidavits previously sent and evaluation of information returned. Includes Dell, Tyco and others.


Chair Rothman distributes copies of new sets of three-part affidavit forms that he has drafted and wishes to start using for future preliminary affidavit mailings. The commissioners reviewed the documents asking questions and Commissioner Rothman explains his purposes in the new forms.  Dr. Rothman advises that all three affidavits be sent. Commissioner Phillips explains his philosophy to send two of them and wait for a reply, then send the third one in cases where the returns raise further questions. Matter discussed at length with various scenarios visited.  At conclusion of discussion it was

M/s Oldfather/Stephenson that PCC use the three new affidavits for future mailings to possible Nuclear Weapons contractors. 

Ayes: All 

Rothman notes he has already used the three new affidavits by sending them to Aecom on December 16, 2005.  Copies of those documents were given to the Secretary for filing and follow-up. He notes that while Aecom Corp. is already on the list, that their staff believes it should not be there and so these new affidavits gives Aecom an opportunity to possibly change their current status.  He then brought up the pending actions on Tyco and Johnson Controls. Rothman notes that Tyco was sent the preliminary affidavit forms in August of 2015 and they have never returned them. Whereupon it was

M/s Oldfather/Stephenson to add Tyco, Inc. to the PCC list of Nuclear Weapons Contractors now.

Ayes: All 

10. Proposed Excel List of NWC related to PCC


Oldfather reported little has changed on the list recently. He is currently working on a list of companies that have had Preliminary Affidavits sent to them. He will send a copy of the list to each PCC Commissioner shortly and he will continue to maintain and update it.

11. Consideration of recommending Marin County Ordinance 23.13 modifications.


Commissioner Rothman reported that he and Commissioner Phillips spent a good deal of time considering this proposal and they have now agreed to drop the proposed changes at this time. It appears the Commission’s work is operating as it should and therefore no need to change the Ordinances at this time. 

12. Review of companies on NWC List


Commissioner Oldfather stated he did not do any additional review of the list, as it was updated with many needed changes in December and now lists twenty-three companies.
13. Review of Forms Letters Project 


Commissioner Rothman proposed that when sending preliminary affidavit or other letters to companies with a parent and a subsidiary, that the letter(s) be sent to only the parent company, as that includes the subsidiary company automatically.  He also noted there was not need to send the Marin County code sections as has been done in the past. He states the company can look the code up themselves. Further, should a company request an affidavit for them to complete, that is permissible. 

No vote was taken on these changes which were briefly discussed.

14. Open Time


Chair Rothman noted that the PCC bylaws call for an annual election of officers at the first meeting of the year.  This meeting is the first in 2016 and so an election will be held. Short discussion ensued, whereupon it was

M/s Phillips/Robertson to elect the current officers for another term with William Rothman as President and Jon Oldfather as Vice President. 

Ayes: All 

15.  Adjournment 


Adjournment was at 5:22 p.m. on the motion of Commissioner Stephenson.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Gregory, Secretary                                                           Org/PCC/minutes/2016/Feb3/rev approved 081016
