Minutes of the Marin County Peace Conversion Commission

April 6, 2016 in Room 410-B

Marin County Administration Building, Civic Center, San Rafael, CA 94903
Present: Jon Oldfather, James Stephenson, Robert Phillips and William Rothman. Absent: None

Staff: Ann Gregory
Guests: None

1. Call to Order


Chairman Rothman called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. with all but Commissioner Phillips present.  Phillips arrived at 4:38 p.m. while the previous meeting minutes were under discussion.

2. Approval of minutes of February 3, 2016.


Chairman Rothman and Secretary Gregory reviewed the suggested changes Rothman had drafted and which were sent to all of the Commissioners with today’s agenda. Since there had been two requests from Aecom for overrides, Secretary Gregory misunderstood that the one being discussed at the last meeting was the second one, not the first. The first override requested had already been approved by Chair Rothman prior to that meeting. Secretary Gregory requested delaying approval of the February minutes until she could present them completed for the Commission’s review. That will be done at the next PCC meeting. Commissioner Oldfather corrected the spelling of the Xylen company which had been shown as Xylem.

3. Review of Auditor’s Master List of Checks issued and consideration of sending Preliminary Affidavits


Commissioner Oldfather noted that at the last meeting, the PCC had added Tyco, Inc. to the PCC List of Nuclear Weapons Contractors. He then noted that he found another Tyco entity is also a NWC and it too should be added. Short discussion held, whereupon it was

M/s Oldfather/Stephenson to add Tyco Integrated Security to the PCC list of Nuclear Weapons Contractors.

Ayes: All
Nays: none

4. Review of Vendor Detail Lists 


Commissioner Rothman reported no items to consider.

5. Report on BOS Agenda Items


Commissioner Phillips noted the Board of Supervisors had okayed the Aecom contract for the West Marin work which the Commission had granted an override for at the February meeting. No other items of PCC interest were found.

6.  Overrides Requested 


Commissioner Rothman reported no overrides were requested since the last meeting.

7.  County Treasurer’s Report on Investments


Chair Rothman noted all investments were with non NWC companies.

8.  Review Status of Aecom/URS 


Chairman Rothman explained the history of the Aecom name on the NWC list. He responded to their objection to having them so listed by sending the three preliminary affidavits now in use by PCC. Aecom has responded on March 24, 2016 with completed affidavits on the first two affidavits completed and signed. The third affidavit was not complete, but since it’s receipt, another page has been sent electronically which addresses the three websites cited in the original request, Los Alamos National Laboratory, Nevada National Security Site and the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory. 

The Commissioners discussed the affidavit returns at some length. Several possibilities were discussed, one being to not reply at all since Rothman pointed out that none was required. However after several options considered for the response document, it was decided to appoint a sub-committee of Commissioner Phillips and Rothman to draft a reply since the Commission will not be meeting again for several months. Therefore, it was 

M/s by Oldfather/Stephenson to appoint a Sub-committee of Phillips and Rothman to draft a reply to Aecom.

Ayes; All 

9. Review status of Preliminary Affidavits previous sent and evaluation of information returned. Includes Dell, Tyco, and others.


Dell and Tyco have already been added to the PCC Nuclear Weapons Contractor’s list. No action needed.

10. Progress on Excel list of NWC related to PCC 


Commissioner Oldfather distributed the list as now constituted to all present. He explained how he assembled it. He noted the reason that some company names appear more than once due to the fact that interaction with them occurred in various years. Commissioner Rothman noted the list would be easier to use if each page had the column headings now shown on only page one. Commissioner Stephenson noted that he could add that and other suggestions were made on making the list use less paper and reduce some notes that are not helpful.  He and Oldfather will continue to improve the list. 

11. Review of companies on NWC List


Commissioner Oldfather reported he had reviewed the list in September of 2015 and that he did not feel another review was needed at this time. He expressed his opinion that a once a year review as adequate. It was decided to remove this item from the agenda until a need for the action is imminent.

12.  Review of Forms Letters Project


Commissioner Rothman the only item left to review is the Press Release document. He will do that when he receives a copy of the current format from the Secretary.

13. Open Time


Commissioner Oldfather shares a one page list entitled, “Don’t Bank on the Bomb” and discusses it’s content. A list of numerous companies shows, some foreign and some domestic. He suggests that PCC might wish to add some of the company names shown to the NWC list. Matter discussed briefly, then a suggestion it be placed on the next meeting agenda was made. 

14. Adjournment


Commissioner Oldfather moved adjournment at 5:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Gregory, Secretary
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