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COUNTY OF MARIN
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
PLANNING DIVISION

February 5, 2020

Mr. Bruce Jones

North Coast Land Holdings LLC
2350 Kerner Blvd., Suite 360
San Rafael, CA 94901

RE: The Seminary- Arborist Report Addendum

Dear Mr. Jones,

This report is an addendum to The Seminary Arborist Report dated August 20, 2015. This
addendum documents changes in the number of trees with protected status being removed as
part of the current project plans. Grading limits and building locations have been modified
resulting in the change in the number of protected trees impacted.

The impacted trees are shown on the Forest Management and Tree Removal Plan dated
01/31/2020, prepared by SWA, landscape architects for the project. Additional tree evaluations
were performed in the slope and parking area surrounding the Playing Field now within the
Fitness and Daycare Center project limits.

Additionally, this report addresses the current condition of the Monterey pine plantings as these
trees have become a significant safety problem due to increasing tree failures (limb and whole
tree failure) and wildfire risk.

Protected Tree Removals

The following table shows the total number of protected trees by species and the number
requiring removal due to locations within the project grading limits.

Tree Species Total Removal Number of Removals in
Number Quantities Poor to Marginal Condition
bay laurel 1 1 1
coast live oak 196 87 9 (45%)
coast redwood 9 1 1
Totals: 206 89

The high percentage of trees in poor to marginal condition reflects the impact of drought and tree
plantings in compacted soils from the original campus construction. The majority of the
protected trees were planted as landscape trees.
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Attached is the updated tree data matrix showing the list of protected trees and removals located
within the project areas. Included in the matrix are the tree protection zones, critical root zones,
and recommended tree protection procedures for the retained trees, as described in the 2015
report.

Monterey Pines

The Seminary property is dominated by extensive and uniformly aged stands of Monterey pine at
the end of their typical life span in the San Francisco Bay area. A majority of the Monterey pines
are showing symptoms of infection from pine pitch canker (Fusarium circinatum). Many of the
pines have severe infections. Bark beetles (Dendroctonus valens and Ips spp.) are also attacking
the pines with recent tree deaths commonly observed on the property.

Since the 2015 tree inventory, there has been an increasing frequency of total collapse
(windthrow) of mature Monterey pines. In one area, a neighboring residence was severely
damaged by the collapse of two trees. Numerous trees have fallen since 2015, and this stand
represents a high risk of injury and property damage in areas where trees are within fall distance
of buildings and high use areas such as roadways and parking lots.

Another critical management issue affecting the pine woodlands is fire safety. These dense and
over-mature pine woodlands are pyrophytic and very prone to wildfire ignition due to the type of
tree (coniferous with high pitch content), the number of dead limbs, dried foliage litter, and high
density of trees. Current defensible space standards would not permit the planting of pine
species in the proximity of structures. In the area east of the Chapel Hill residences, dense acacia
is growing below declining pines and represents a potentially severe fire hazard.

The removal of the pines and the area of dense acacia is recommended as soon as practical.
Priority for removal should be trees within fall distance of roadways, structures, and other high
use areas. It is worth noting that in the pine area west of the Chapel Hill residences, there are
vigorous stands of young coast live oaks. These stands should be protected during the pine
removal operations and encouraged as the preferred replacement woodland.

Please contact me with any questions or if additional information is required.

Sincerely,

ISA Certified Arborist WE-0603A
ISA Tree Risk Assessor Qualified
ASCA Tree and Plant Appraisal Qualified

MacNair and Associates
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Monterey Pine Images:
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Recent failure near adjacent residences.
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DcIining trees near Chapel Hill residences.

Trunk failure of tree and trunk sections from removed trees at Chapel Hill residences.
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Trunk failure of pine near parking lot.

>Imag“é depicting the high level of tree mortality andwhole tree failures.

MacNair and Associates



Protected Status Tree Data Matrix
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