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Marin County Agricultural Industry

Artichoke: growlng was started on the Point Reyes peninsula about
12 years ero in a small way by leasees, without irrigation. This in-
dustry grew until now there were 875 acres in production in 1939, pro=-
ducing 81,000 erates; with en average income of 174,000 dollars.

These artlchokes are of high quality and the shipping season be-
gins usually from the middle of February and lasts until June 1, when
1t generally tapers off to cutting the crop from only the new plants.

The only drawback in the non-irrigated crop is that we have to

walt until late fall for rain to start the plants, where usually irri-

gatlon begins In Aupgust and September and hastens the new crop—some=
times mid-Jenuery and recches a hiph priced market. Our maritet has
been lucky in that 1t comes In Jjust after the peak of earlier crops
has been marketed, while demand 1s still good. Our climate is especial=-
ly adapted to thla crop end 1t could end should be expanded as we have
plenty of surplus ascres along cuvr cosst in Harin County that could be
used for artlchoke production.

The pesa E§°“in5 industry, within tie last elght years, has come
into being. <“he acreage Las fluctuated Trom 2,000 to 800 acresi 800
being the lest recorded acreage— producing 52,000 crates with sn in-
come of 72,800 dollars,.

Both of these crops are merketed in Sen Prancisco, Bay Citles and
Loa Angeles. In some cames, artichokes are shipped east in car-load
lots., Peas have generslly been & source of good income to the growers
and the expension of this industry should be wastched and only attempt=
ed when the economic conditions warrant, or whon other localities where
peas are grown change to other crops.

‘These two commodlties are governed by State law covering standard
packing and shipping regulatlons, and the enforcement is wunder the
Jurisdlctionnol the County Agricultural Commisslonar and his inspectors.






ACREAGE PRODUCTION AND VALUE OF
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS
MARIN COUITY, CALIFORNIA, 1940

Compiled by
Thos. W. Peryam, Agricultural Commissloner

FRUIT & NUT CROP ACRES YIELD VAL
Pears # 184 612 tons 3 7,500
Prunes 103 o= dny 3,750
' (257 off grade not

sold)
Grapes ' 305 310 tons 8,015

(25% of crop lost

by early rain)
Miscellaneous Fruits-
Apples, Apricots,
Cherries, Peaches 279 75 tons 1,850
Walnuts 72 56,000 1lbs. 5,310
Almonds 8% 1,500 1bs. 450
TOTAL ORCHARD oBLE 56,6875

% Only 50% of crop markete

PRODUCE CROPS ACRES YIELD VALUE
Artichokes 640 42,500 boxes 66,776
Feas 555 26,950 bus. 31,262
Tomatoes and ;
miscellaneous truck crops 15 40 tons 2,000
TOTAL PRODUCE CROFS 1,210 100,038
FIELD CROPS
Vetch Seed 658 228 tons 25,080
Eye Grass (Seed) 15 1,500 1bs., 15350
Vheat 443 110 tons 35,3686
Oats 281 Bhia 1,683
Darley 350 DE i 432
Grain Hay 2,464 4,401 " 30, 807
TOTAL FIBLD CROPS 4,211 82,710

Hay produced and consumed
or farms 28,756 valued at $134,197



BEES AND HONEY YIELD VALUE

100 Colonies 4,000 lbs. $ 800
ANIMAL INDUSTRY

Beof cattle ‘Cows and Steers) 5,268 head sold 351,796
Calves  FeloEEn » 1,072
Hogs 4,840 : x 58,322
Lambs o 5,648 22,544

f.o.b. San Francisco 13,864 433,754
Wool Bl,872 lbs. 28,645
Poultry (cases of eggs) 35,8568 cases 183,073

DAIRY INDUSTRY
Production of milk fat 6,948,520 lbs. 3,561,271

The figures on amount of production furnished by
the California Department of Agriculture.

The income to producers was tabulated [rom in-
formation furnished by distributors end menuflicturers
to the Agricultural Commissioner.

PLANT INDUSTRY

Nurseries, Greenhouses, Stores 156,850

U. S. Agricultural Conservation, (Reriteler Office)
l.unge and Parity Payments 8,592

TOTAL VALUATION 34,362,598

OUR PLANT INDUSTRY Nurseriles & Greenhouses Retail Florists.

Alto
Fairfax
Inverness
fentfield
Larkspur
M211l Valley
Novato

Ross

San Anselmo
3an Rafael
Sausalito
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